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WELCOME T O J A N U A R Y
Crystals of hoarfrost
scatter
Across the landscape
and sparkle
like diamonds
In the early morning sunlight.

W

e welcome you to the
first issue of a new year of
Voice of the River Valley!
Just as these pages went to press, our
nook of the Driftless Area received the
first significant snowfall of the season,
turning our landscapes into visions of
winter wonderlands evoked by Spring
Green artist Jen Salt’s words above and
her art on p. 13.
As we embark upon a new year in
which we continue our noble quest to
discover and share the jewels of the place
we call home, these pages introduce two
new columns that address the reality of life
in our rural Driftless Area communities.
Driftless Gems (p. 4) is a new
monthly column celebrating the
nonprofit arts, culture, humanities and
nature organizations that do the work

of articulating, conserving and
developing the unique resources
of our region. The Antiracism
Open Mic (p. 8) is a new
monthly forum dedicated
to illuminating efforts by
individuals and organizations in
our region to confront the systemic
racism that continues to plague our
country.
Meanwhile, we continue the drumbeat
of familiar columns, with new and
returning Voices. This month you will
enjoy Mary Friedel-Hunt, Tim Gittings,
Doris Green, Colleen Halverson, John
Heasley, Dee Lambert and Jennifer
Moore-Kerr; the photography of Don
Greenwood; calendar listings; and more!
As we turn the calendar page to a new
year, we remain grateful to our advertisers,
subscribers, contributors, distributors —
Joni and Rick, Joy, Linda, Mark, Nick and
Rountree Gallery volunteers — subscribers
and you, dear readers.
Happy reading,

ON THE COVER
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his month’s
cover
photograph of
early winter
reflections
in the Pine
Hollow State Natural
Area near Denzer,
Wisconsin, was taken by
Don Greenwood, a retired
journalist and musician
from Spring Green. He
spends as much time as
can outdoors enjoying
and photographing
the wonders of the
Driftless Area. Many
thanks to Don for his
contribution to this month’s
magazine! For more
of Don’s photography,
see p. 7. To share art or
photography for a future
cover, contact us at info@
voiceoftherivervalley.com.
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Editors’ Note

Calendar of Events

Community Resources

Angel & Angel Law Office, 8
Neider & Boucher Attorneys, 8
Royal Bank, 14
DESIGN SERVICES & REAL ESTATE
Poem Homes, 15
EDUCATION, CULTURE & OUTDOORS
Driftless Area Land Conservancy, 15
Folklore Village, 11
Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums, 14
Rountree Gallery, 9
Shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts, 10, 20
ENTERTAINMENT
Folklore Village, 11
Mineral Point Opera House, 14
Slowpoke Lounge & Cabaret, 12
FOOD, BEVERAGE & LODGING
Arcadia Books, 18

13
VENTURE FORTH

13

Artist Proposals Requested
for Biennial Farm/Art DTour

Arthur’s Supper Club, 18

Last Leaf, 12
Soups I Did It Again, 18
Spring Green General Store, 18
GALLERIES, STUDIOS & RETAILERS
aBoBoBook, 10
Arcadia Books, 18
Linda Kelen, Artist, 15
North Earth Gifts, 4
Rountree Gallery, 9
Jen Salt, Artist, 4
The Station, 14
Wantoot, 11
White Rose Florist, 15
HEALTH, WELLNESS & BEAUTY
North Earth Gifts, 4
Toasty Toes & Nails/L’BRI, 8
Upland Hills Health, 6
HOME & AUTO ESSENTIALS
Specialty Auto, 9

Building Bridges: Meet Bob and Kate
McQuade of Spring Green
BY JENNIFER MOORE-KERR

Beastro & Barley, 18
Brisbane House, 4

5

COLUMNS & POETRY

4

Driftless Gems

6

Living Well, Dying Well

7

“ January Night”

8

Antiracism Open Mic

9

Tracking Your Past

18

Driftless Dark Skies

FERRY BLUFF EAGLE COUNCIL

BY MARY FRIEDEL-HUNT

POETRY BY DEE LAMBERT,
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DON GREENWOOD

BY TIM GITTINGS

BY DORIS GREEN

BY JOHN HEASLEY

16

Driftless Terroir: Teasing Out Colors,
Tones and Phrases of Home
BY COLLEEN HALVERSON
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DRIFTLESS G E M S
Editor’s Note: Driftless Gems is a new monthly column celebrating
the nonprofit arts, culture, humanities and nature organizations
that make our region unique. If you would like to showcase other
Driftless Gems, email info@voiceoftherivervalley.org. The following
is from ferrybluffeaglecouncil.org.

T

he Sauk City-based Ferry Bluff Eagle Council is an allvolunteer grassroots organization working to protect,
enhance and maintain bald eagle habitat in the Sauk Prairie
area through education, research and management activities. We
work with schools, area residents and the community to keep the
eagles returning every winter. We
feel privileged to share the Lower
Wisconsin River Valley with these
magnificent birds and want to make
sure they will be here for future
generations.
The Ferry Bluff Eagle Council
was founded in 1988 by a small group
of environmental and bald eagle
enthusiasts “to protect, maintain and
enhance bald eagle habitat in the Sauk Prairie area through education,
research and management activities.” They modeled the group after
the Eagle Valley Environmentalists, a similar community group
studying eagles along the Mississippi River in Grant County for
several years.
The Ferry Bluff roosting area, at that time the roost best known
to the founders and thought to be the main roost within the Sauk
Prairie habitat area, was designated a State Natural Area under the
direction of the FBEC and Department of Natural Resources. The
area is still managed by the DNR, in conjunction with input from
the FBEC. In 1991 the group hired three interns to map the Sauk
Prairie habitat area, identifying roosting, perching and feeding areas.
Since that time an extraordinary volunteer force has continued these
efforts. What were six roosts along 15 miles of river were mapped and
counted by 1992. Now, FBEC monitors 15 roosts along 30 miles of
river and hundreds of square miles of land off the river.
In 1990, a viewing area was established in the municipal parking
lot in Prairie du Sac, overlooking Eagle Island, giving visitors a
protected area to view and photograph eagles. This viewing area,
the Overlook, is still one of the best areas for visitors to view bald
eagles. In 1993, a permanent telescope was installed at the Overlook,
and in 2014 a permanent telescope was installed on the Sauk City
Riverwalk.
In January 1990, FBEC joined with the Bureau of Endangered
Resources in staging Bald Eagle Watching Days, a family-based
celebration and educational event of bald eagles in general and
specifically bald eagles in the Sauk Prairie area. At that time, Bald
Eagle Watching Days were held in the local community center,
but the popularity of the event led to the addition of speakers and
events and it quickly became community-wide. Today it is a premier
winter destination that attracts bald eagle watchers of all ages from
throughout Wisconsin and beyond.
 more information about Ferry Bluff Eagle Council, including
For
the Jan. 15-16 Bald Eagle Watching Days, winter roost counts and
volunteer opportunities, see ferrybluffeaglecouncil.org.
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Meet

Photo courtesy of Bridget Roberts

Bob and Kate
McQuade

“Papa” Bob and Kate McQuade made their way west from New Jersey in 1971, settling on a farm in Minnesota before moving south to
Boscobel and then Arena where they ran The Shoppe at Herbs Spices & More. For more pictures, see www.voiceoftherivervalley.com.

T

By Jennifer Moore-Kerr
he phrase that best describes this joyful couple who
settled in Arena three decades ago might be carpe diem. It
seems that no amount of uncertainty, tragedy or hardship
slows Kate and Bob McQuade down.
ARENA
They seem to have seized everything
that they have encountered in their “very
long” life together. I can’t tell you how long they have been
married. According to Kate: “A hundred and some years.” To
Bob: “A very long time!” They wear those years well: finishing
each other’s stories, correcting misremembered details, filling
in facts, and clearly acknowledging that, while the ride hasn’t
always been easy, they are grateful to be doing it together.
Depending on whose version of the story you choose, their first
move to the Midwest was the result of a real estate ad in either
The New York Times or the United Farm Catalog. What they
agree on is that their bodies couldn’t take the pollution of New
York City anymore.
The path that brought this delightful, fun, hardworking
and thoughtful couple to Arena was circuitous at best, and
at times seemed haphazard. They will tell you that they “are
moving verrry slowly south.” But before moving south, they left
their home in New Jersey for a 160-acre farm in Little Swan,
Minnesota, sight unseen, 22 miles south of Hibbing. Kate had
traveled to Minnesota with a dance troupe the previous summer
and thought it was beautiful. It turns out that she was there “the
one day of summer that year.” Life near New York City had
become too much for them, causing breathing difficulty for Kate,
who was teaching classical dance in the city. Then Bob had a
stress-induced seizure, landing him face down in his dinner
plate one night and providing the final impetus for leaving. Bob

had always looked at ads for farms in the newspapers. Kate, on
the other hand, was quite sure that she had no interest in living
on a farm. In the end, though, the health issues drove them west
and, on March 11, 1971, they packed up a large moving van
with all their belongings and put their five children (ranging in
age from 5 months to 11 years) in the car and headed to parts
unknown. Nowhere in the telling of that move (complete with
the decision in Ohio that the hotel was too expensive, pushing
on to a truck stop for the night) is there trepidation or hesitation.
While friends and family in New Jersey expressed concern,
Kate’s response was, “I don’t know why everyone was upset, we
were just moving, you know?”
When they arrived at their new home to discover 120 inches
of laid snow on the ground, covering the steps to the house
they had seen in pictures, they found their new home without
a bathtub or plumbing in the kitchen. They purchased a horse
trough and set it up on kitchen chairs as a bathtub. As they told
of those first days, their focus was on the unknown neighbors
who came to help them unload their truck, and a sheriff who
gave them a claw-foot bathtub out of his basement.
Fifty years later, laughter filled the room as Bob and Kate
shared these stories. They were shared without complaints, selfpity or a sense of having been overwhelmed. Instead, they were
just stories about the good people who helped them along the
way. There were other stories, too, about pigs, a cow, and always
snow. I could have sat at their table for hours drinking coffee,
eating their delicious cookies, and listening to these two tell
their stories. What a pleasure!
Over the next 10 years, the McQuades learned to raise those
pigs, milk the cow and grow hay. Kate never grew comfortable
BUILDING BRIDGES Continued p. 19
voiceoftherivervalley.com
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LIVING WELL, D Y I N G W E L L

N

one of us wanted to start 2022 guarding against COVID,
especially as a new variant threatens lives and leaves
many feeling grief, frustration and loneliness. As I write
this in mid-December, the hospitals in Wisconsin are very close
to full and understaffed, leaving many who need non-COVID
medical care waiting for treatment. I believe the majority of us
are tired, weary of confinement, anger and
division. Many ignore COVID and count
on vaccines as they attend events that can
be risky. Some pay a price for that.
We want our “normal” back, but as
those who have experienced a great loss
know, the normal we know is gone; we
are called to adjust to a new, yet unknown
Mary Friedel-Hunt normal.
Dag Hammarskjold said: “For all that
has been, thanks. To all that shall be, yes!” Coming to a place
of gratitude for pain, losses and resentments is challenging.
I struggle with resentments these days, as many of us do. It
is simple to feel grateful for the roof over my head or friends
who support me in so many ways. That is not a challenge. The
challenge is feeling grateful for what hurts.
How does one learn to feel gratitude for the mess our planet
is in? How do I learn to feel grateful for the losses in my life?
Well, many years ago I chose to see everything that comes into
my life as an opportunity to grow. Everything! We can’t pick
and choose. In this arena, it is an all-or-nothing stance. So now
I can see that the death of my husband, Bill, taught me greater
and deeper compassion for myself and others. It took a while to
get there. Losing him led me to know how strong I am to lose
such a huge part of me and still go on with hope and even joy.
The pandemic teaches me an increased comfort with solitude
that was a challenge after Bill died. Losses, the pandemic and
resentments fill me with sadness, however.
My friend and author Francis Weller says: “The work of the
mature person is to carry grief in one hand and gratitude in the
other and to be stretched large by them. How much sorrow can
I hold? That is how much gratitude I can give. If I carry only
grief, I will bend toward cynicism and despair. If I carry only
gratitude I will become saccharine and won’t develop much
compassion for other people’s suffering. Grief keeps the heart
fluid and soft, which helps make compassion possible.”
In a class I take that met on Zoom the week of this writing,
we discussed moving from resentment to gratitude. In order to
do this we first have to acknowledge our resentments and come
to terms with them. This demands solitude. It is a huge step to
move from feeling resentful to feeling grateful. However, I just
saw this timely quote by Otto Betz: “Whoever gives thanks for
all circumstances receives new eyes and discovers things never
seen before.”
I know about that.
Mary Friedel-Hunt has retired after 50 years of practice as
a licensed clinical social worker and certified bereavement
counselor. She can be reached at mfhunt44@gmail.com or P.O.
Box 1036, Spring Green, WI 53588.
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Need care at home?

We come to you.
Home Care. When recovering from an illness,
surgery or hospital stay sometimes it can be
nearly impossible to travel to and from clinic
visits. We can help by providing the care you
need in the comfort of your home.
Hospice. When facing the end of life, reliable,
experienced help and support can be invaluable
to you and to your family. Care provided by our
hospice team of healthcare professionals will
help you make every moment of your life the
best it can be.

For a consultation
please call
608.930.7210

January Night
Ice-filled wind
Telling tales,
Whispering stories,
Through the trees,
Skeletal branches scratching at my
windowpane.
Listen to the ancient winds,
Telling ancient tales
Through those pines,
Racing through canyons of rock,
That ice-filled wind.
Tales of warm places.
Fire in the wood stove,
Fire in the cave,
Where beings like us,
Yet not like us,
Warmed their hands and hearts.
We too gather around the warmth
A wood stove, a simple shelter.
Knowing, feeling what they once did,
Beings not quite like us.
Sharing their ancient memories
My ancient memory.
Of other beings sharing warmth,
Finding shelter from the cold,
Listening to the tales
The stories the wind is telling.
In the fleeting warmth, be aware
In the distance the wolves are howling.
Dee Lambert, Cazenovia
Secluded rock outcrops such as this one
located in a gorge north of the Wisconsin
River were often temporary shelters for early
inhabitants of the Driftless Area. Photo by
Don Greenwood.

voiceoftherivervalley.com
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ANTIRACISM O P E N M I C
Editor’s Note: Antiracism Open Mic is a new monthly
forum dedicated to illuminating efforts by individuals and
organizations in our region to confront the systemic racism that
continues to plague our country. To contribute your voice to the
Antiracism Open Mic, email info@voiceoftherivervalley.com.

M

y birthday is Jan. 14. I don’t say that so that you will all
get me gifts (though I’m the last person that would want
to come between you and your sense of magnanimity). I
mention it because I was always disappointed
that my mom didn’t wait just a little longer
so that I could be born on Martin Luther
King Jr.’s birthday.
Still, I always felt an affinity with him
and he was one of my heroes growing up.
I could tell by the awe and reverence in the
voices of adults in my community whenever
they talked about him that Dr. King was
Tim Gittings
an inspirational, powerful force for good
in the world. When he talked, he moved me in a way that other
people couldn’t. His voice and his words were like a river, an
irresistible and nourishing current that flowed toward justice.
Unlike many adult men I saw around me who relied on
threats and violence to try to try to control the world around
them, Dr. King seemed possessed of a great, rooted strength
and integrity that was so much more powerful and substantial.
He wanted to build, not tear down; he wanted to heal, not harm;
and he made Love a thing to be honored and respected, even in
the face of violence and greed. He spoke of a better way that we
could belong to one another, and that impacted me greatly.
As we got older, some friends would gather every year on his
birthday to read out loud to one another from his speeches and
writings. Those gatherings were beautiful sources of communion
and companionship. Dr. King’s words reverberate and fill rooms.
They resonate in body and spirit. They give voice to the pain, fear,
frustration and doubt, allowing them to move and shake loose so
that hope, love, conviction and faith can take their place.
The Spring Green Community Group, whose mission is
to create a community in the River Valley area dedicated to
identifying, understanding, addressing and dismantling white
supremacy and the patterns of racism and injustice, invites you to
gather with us at the Slowpoke Lounge & Cabaret in Spring Green
at 7 p.m. Jan. 17 to share the words of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Bring your favorite quote or speech or essay and we will
read, listen and celebrate this amazing human and his legacy.
Tim Gittings is a Core Company actor at American Players
Theatre. Next year will be his 15th season working for APT and
31st as an audience member. When he’s not acting, he likes fixing
bicycles, making cocktails and playing bass with his band, Sugar
Mama & The Rent Check. He’s also very into social justice and
is an active member of the Spring Green Community Group. For
more information, email sgcommunitygroup@gmail.com or join
Community Gatherings to Support Racial Justice on Facebook.
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T R A C K I N G Y O U R P A S T : In Praise of Small Projects

S

everal of my maternal ancestors’ lives are recorded in a 510page book titled “The Kvetensky, Lorence, Makovsky, Miska,
Plihal, and Zahradnik Families: From Bohemia to Racine
County, Wisconsin, and McLeod County, Minnesota.” The length of
the title alone is enough to discourage all but the most involved family
historians.
Valuable as this volume is, sometimes shorter stories can provide
greater access to a family’s history. Short projects
offer an easier pathway to understanding past
lives. Depending on your family history
materials and creativity, the possibilities for
small, easy-to-share projects are endless. A
few suggestions:
1. A photo album showcasing past
Easter, July 4th, or Christmas celebrations.
2. A binder documenting birthday,
Doris Green
anniversary or wedding gatherings, with
announcements and invitations.
3. An album of old greeting cards or postcards.
4. A book telling the story of one ancestor or a couple’s lifetime
journey with text, photos, along with images of special documents.
5. A volume focusing on an immigrant’s journey, a soldier’s
battles or other specific topic.
6. A collection of family obituaries, with grave marker photos.
7. A catalog of heirlooms, with photos and explanatory captions.
8. A recipe book or box of cards recording old family favorite
foods, plus gardening or household hints.

9. A quilt featuring transfers of ancestor photos.
10. An ancestor photo collage turned into a jigsaw puzzle.
11. A timeline of events in your grandparents’ lives, from births
and deaths to marriages, graduations and enlistments, not to mention
droughts, depressions, wars and protests.
12. A map tracing your ancestors’ travels and residences.
One small project may lead to unexpected discoveries and
connections among generations. Maybe an aunt married on her
parents’ wedding anniversary. Perhaps several ancestors succumbed
to the same disease. Maybe separately or together they attended the
1893 Chicago World’s Fair.
A simple project may lead to a new, small project idea. It may
also lead to a larger idea. A short tale may become a chapter in a
larger book or one of a series of smaller albums.
More importantly, a small project may open other eyes to
the realities of life centuries ago in Finland or Poland or Africa or
America. It may motivate another family member to undertake a
different task or pursue another family history mission. A small
project may expand your and your family’s understanding of
ancestors’ lives.
Doris Green authored “Elsie’s Story: Chasing a Family
Mystery” and “Wisconsin Underground: A Guide to Caves,
Mines, and Tunnels.” Also available: “Minnesota Underground,”
co-authored with Greg Brick. Visit http://henschelhausbooks.
com. To share a family history story or suggest topics for this
column, email greenknightd@outlook.com.

voiceoftherivervalley.com
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V O I C E O F T H E R I V E R VA L L E Y C A L E N D A R O F E V E N T S
RECURRING
Through January Dodgeville
Exhibit: Art Helin (nature photography), 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. Iowa County
Courthouse 1st Floor Exhibit, 222 N. Iowa St.,
(608) 935- 5483.
Through January Platteville
Way of Stillness Group Meditation, 6:45-7:45
p.m. Thursdays. Open to people of all backgrounds and traditions of meditative practice
(beginners included). Chairs provided, but bring
any props that keep you comfortable. Masks
and social distancing required. Free, but donations encouraged. Rooted Yoga Studio (second
floor above Rountree Gallery), 120 W. Main St.,
www.wayofstillness.com.
Through January Spring Green
Local Art at the Library, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Mon.Thurs., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat.
Enjoy work by Paula C. Schiller (oil paintings) in
the Community Room Gallery and Wilson Creek
Pottery in the Glass Case Gallery. Spring Green
Community Library, 230 E. Monroe St., (608)
588-2276, springgreenlibrary.org.
Through Feb. 5 Platteville
Art Exhibit: “Teeny, Tiny, BOLD.” Juried
exhibit of small works. 4-7 p.m. Thurs.-Fri., 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. Rountree Gallery, 120 W. Main
St., RountreeGallery.org.
Through February Dodgeville (Virtual)
Folk School: The Quiet Season. What better
way to spend chilly January and February days
than snuggled up in the warmth of tradition? Enjoy online Folk School classes from the comfort
of your own home. See the offerings at www.
folklorevillage.org. Folklore Village, 3210 Cty.
Hwy BB, (608) 924-4000.
Through May 7 Spring Green
Spring Green Farmers Pop-Up Market, 10-11
a.m. Saturdays. Pre-orders recommended. See
Facebook or Instagram or email SGFarmersMarket@gmail.com for a list of participating
vendors and their contact information. Spring
Green Community Library Parking Lot, 230 E.
Monroe St.

10
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Year-Round Mineral Point
Arts and crafts programming for adults, custom retreats, virtual Artisan Marketplace and
site rentals. Shake Rag Alley Center for the
Arts, 18 Shake Rag St., (608) 987-3292, info@
shakeragalley.org, www.ShakeRagAlley.org.
Year-Round Platteville
The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums. Seasonal events and virtual programs. Enjoy a free
virtual program library and 360-degree virtual
tour of the Bevans Lead-ZInc Mine and the
museum’s place-based humanities and STEAM
exhibits. The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums,
405 E. Main St., (608) 348-3301, www.mining.
jamison.museum.
Year-Round Prairie du Sac
Art gallery, workshops and classes. Gallery open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays
and by private appointment on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. River Arts on Water Gallery
Studio, 590 Water St., (608) 643-5215, www.
riverartsinc.org.
Year-Round Richland Center
Rolling Hills/Viroqua Toastmasters Bimonthly Meeting, 7-9 p.m. second/fourth Tuesdays.
Join members representing communities within
60 miles of Richland Center — including Viroqua, Plain, Spring Green, Boscobel, Gays Mills
and towns in between — in an exciting, fastpaced two-hour meeting dedicated to the art
of communication and leadership. Kelly’s Coffee House, 196 W. Court St., (608) 583-2020,
https://588762.toastmastersclubs.org.
Year-Round Spring Green
Stitch and Bitch, 1:30-3 p.m. Thursdays.
Weekly handwork group. All are welcome.
Spring Green General Store, 137 S. Albany St.,
(608) 588-7070, www.springgreengeneralstore.
com.

JANUARY
1 Dodgeville (Virtual)
74th Festival of Christmas & Midwinter Traditions. Final day of this annual joyful, immersive celebration of folk art and community. See
website for details and to register. Folklore Vil-
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For more information, see
voiceoftherivervalley.com/events. Submit
events for next month’s magazine online
by Jan. 15. All events subject to change.
Check with event organizers for current
COVID-19 protocols.
lage, 3210 Cty. Hwy BB, (608) 924-4000, www.
folklorevillage.org.
5 Dodgeville (Virtual)
The FolkMic: Folklore Village Virtual Open
Mic, 7-9 p.m. Performers and audience members alike are warmly welcome. For more information and virtual invitation, email programs@
folklorevillage.org. Folklore Village, 3210 Cty.
Hwy BB, (608) 924-4000, www.folklorevillage.
org, The FolkMic Facebook group.
6 Spring Green
Solar on Schools Presentation, 7 p.m. The
Spring Green Lions Club host a presentation
by Amanda Schienebeck, program director of
the Solar on Schools Grant Program from the
Couillard Solar Foundation. Administered by the
Midwest Renewable Energy Association, SOS
grants up to 50kW of solar panels to Wisconsin
schools along with funding guidance and a curriculum for teachers. The Shed, 123 N. Lexington St.
8 Mineral Point
Driftless Poets Workshop, 2-4 p.m. Monthly
workshopping group for aspiring and established poets in person and via Zoom. Free,
register online for link. Shake Rag Alley Center
for the Arts, 18 Shake Rag St., (608) 987-3282,
www.ShakeRagAlley.org.

9 Spring Green
Reception and Live Music: Local Art at the
Library, 2-4 p.m. Join Paula C. Schiller, oil
painter and January featured artist, for refreshments and live music by the Backyard String
Band of which Paula is a member. For more
information or weather advisories, call (608)
588-0165. Spring Green Community Library
Community Room Gallery, 230 E. Monroe St.,
(608) 588-2276, springgreenlibrary.org.
10 Highland
Highland Area Historical Society Museum,
12-7 p.m. Tour the recently completed “Rooms
of Yesterday.” View displays of area churches,
one-room schools, CCC camp, railroad, mining,
Highland Brewery and Armed Services. Free
admission, but donations encouraged. Highland
Area Historical Society Museum, 526 Isabell St.
10 Spring Green
A Night of Words, 7:30-9:30 p.m. An open mic.
Friends sharing words. Watch. Listen. Speak.
Share. Maybe you have a favorite poem, or passage from a book you’d like to share. Or maybe
you write your own and are ready to share it
with the rest of us. Maybe you just want to tell
a story. Or maybe you just want to listen. It’s all
good. Let’s hang out and share words together.
Slowpoke Lounge & Cabaret, 137 W. Jefferson
St., www.slowpokelounge.com.
11-22 Galena, Illinois (Virtual)
Galena LitFest. Galena Public Library and the
Friends of the Galena Public Library host seven
events as part of a virtual celebration for writers
and readers. For tickets and registration information, see http://galenapubliclibrary.eventbrite.
com or email distlerl@galenalibrary.org.
12 Mineral Point (Virtual)
Winter Writers Reading Series: Jennifer
Fandel, 7-8:30 p.m. Winner of the Wisconsin People & Ideas 2021 Poetry Contest and
Shake Rag Alley Writer in Residence will read
from and discuss her work. Free, register online for Zoom link. Shake Rag Alley Center for
the Arts, 18 Shake Rag St., (608) 987-3282,
www.ShakeRagAlley.org.
13 Muscoda
Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board
Monthly Business Meeting, 5 p.m. A portion of
Continued p. 12

Community Resources
CHAMBERS, COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE
Darlington Chamber of Commerce,
darlingtonwi.org
Mineral Point Chamber of Commerce, www.
mineralpoint.com
Mount Horeb Chamber of Commerce, www.
mounthorebchamber.com
Platteville Chamber of Commerce, www.
platteville.com
River Valley Commons, www.
rivervalleycommons.org
Sauk Prairie Chamber of Commerce, www.
saukprairie.com
Spring Green Area Chamber of Commerce,
www.springgreen.com
WRCO Richland Center Community
Calendar, wrco.com
SUPPORT GROUPS
Dodgeville Alcoholics Anonymous, AlAnon, Narcotics Anonymous Meetings,
Dodgeville Serenity Club, 401 N. Union, (608)
695-6662.
Muscoda Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting,
St. John’s School, 116 W. Beech St., (608)
929-4970.
Richland Center Al-Anon, Peace United
Methodist Church, 265 N. Church St., use
Union St. entrance, (608) 585-3134.
Spring Green Alcoholics Anonymous
Meetings, 10 a.m. Tuesdays, Closed/
Fragrance Free. Spring Green Community
Church, 151 E. Bossard St. Please park and
enter at rear of building.
Spring Green Al-Anon Meetings, Christ
Lutheran Church, 237 E. Daley St., (608) 5882481.
Aging and Disability Resource Center of
Southwest Wisconsin Caregivers Support
Group, Iowa County Health & Human Services
Building, Room 1001, 303 W. Chapel St., (608)
930-9835.
Dodgeville Area Compassionate Friends
support group for anyone who has lost a child
of any age. Grace Lutheran Church, (608)
935-2693.
Dodgeville Parkinson’s Support Group,
Grace Lutheran Church, 1105 N. Bequette St.,
(608) 574-4838.
Dodgeville SOS, Survivors of Suicide

Support Group, Health & Human Services
Building, 303 W. Chapel St., SPCICWI@gmail.
com.
PFLAG Mount Horeb Area Support Meeting,
Mt. Horeb American Legion Hall, 102 S. 3rd
St., pflagmoho@gmail.com.
Richland Center Autism Support Group,
(608) 588-2585, www.angelautismnetwork.org.
Rolling Hills Toastmasters, Richland
Hospital, Pippin 1, 333 E. 2nd St.,
driftlessareaink@mwt.net.
Sauk City Reformers Unanimous, Calvary
Baptist Church, 309 Water St., www.
rusaukprairie.com, (608) 448-9515.
MEMORY GROUPS SPONSORED BY THE
ALZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA ALLIANCE OF
WISCONSIN
Dodgeville, Stonefield Apartments Community
Room, 407 E. Madison St., (608) 843-3402,
alzwisc.org.
Richland Center, Woodman Senior Center,
1050 N. Orange St., (608) 723-4288,
alzwisc.org.
Sauk City, Sauk Prairie Community Center,
Cafe Connections, 730 Monroe St., (608) 7429055, alzwisc.org.
FOOD PANTRIES & COMMUNITY MEALS
Dodgeville Feeding Friends Community Meal,
Dodgeville United Methodist Church, 327 N.
Iowa St., (608) 935-5451.
Heights Unlimited Community Resource
Center, 1529 State St., Suite B,
Black Earth, (608) 767-3663, www.
heightsunlimited.net, Facebook.
Iowa County Food Pantry, 138 S. Iowa St.,
Dodgeville, (608) 930-8733, Facebook.
Mazomanie Community Food Pantry, 9
Brodhead St., (608) 795-4336, Facebook.
Reedsburg Food Pantry, (608) 524-6272, www.
reedsburgwi.gov/foodpantry.
Sauk Prairie Area Food Pantry, 821 Industry
Rd., Sauk City, (608) 571-7737, Facebook.
6:8 Community Meals, 821 Industry Dr.,
Sauk City, 68Kristine@gmail.com, www.
makingservicepersonal.org.
Southwestern Wisconsin Community Action
Program Food Resources Map, swcap.org.
Spring Green Community Food Pantry, Spring
Green Community Church, 151 E. Bossard St.,
www.communityfoodpantryofspringgreen.org,
(608) 459-5512.

voiceoftherivervalley.com
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& Cabaret, 137 W. Jefferson St.,
www.slowpokelounge.com.

the meeting will be reserved for public comment. Muscoda Village Hall,
206 N. Wisconsin Ave., (608) 7393188, mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.

22 Mineral Point (Virtual)
Shake Rag Alley Prose Monthly
Writing Workshop, 2-4 p.m. Writers need readers: ideally from
tentative first draft to hopeful last.
Looking for a second pair of eyes?
Why not six or 10? If you are interested in deepening your writing
craft in prose, this is the place to
meet for feedback and support the
fourth Saturday of the month. Free,
register online for Zoom link (virtual
January-March, then in person).
Shake Rag Alley Center for the
Arts, 18 Shake Rag St., (608) 9873282, www.ShakeRagAlley.org.

15 Spring Green
Live Music: The Samuel Catral
Quartet, 7:30-10 p.m. Milwaukeebased jazz band playing songs
from the American songbook and
prominent jazz musicians. $15.
Slowpoke Lounge & Cabaret,
137 W. Jefferson St., www.slowpokelounge.com.
17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
17 Arena
The Badger Army Ammunition
Plant: History with Personal
Reflections, 1:30 p.m. The Arena
Historians sponsor this presentation by Verlyn Mueller, a 20-year
employee and now president
and curator/archivist of Badger
Army Ammunition Museum. Free.
Grandma Mary’s Brisbane Hall,
175 Hwy 14, (608) 228-0261, www.
badgerordnancehistory.org.
17 Spring Green
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration, 7 p.m. Bring your favorite
quote, speech or essay by Martin
Luther King Jr. to share and celebrate this amazing human and
his legacy. Slowpoke Lounge &
Cabaret, 137 W. Jefferson St.,
sgcommunitygroup@gmail.com.
(See column, p. 8.)
19 Spring Green (Virtual)
Arcadia Book Club: “Persuasion,” 6 p.m. Join the discussion
of Jane Austen’s last completed
novel, marrying witty social realism
to a Cinderella love story. Free,
register online for Zoom link. Arcadia Books, 102 E. Jefferson St.,
(608) 588-7638, www.readinutopia.
com.
20 Mineral Point (Virtual)
Antiracism Book Club: “The
Hemingses of Monticello: An
American Family,” 6:30-8 p.m.
Join the conversation about Annette Gordon-Reed’s book, which
is our selection for January-February. Free, register online for Zoom
link. Shake Rag Alley Center for
the Arts, 18 Shake Rag St., (608)
987-3282, www.ShakeRagAlley.
org.
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20 Spring Green
Live Music: Slowpoke Songwriters Round, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Featuring Nici Peper and Andy
Hughes. Free, tips for the musicians welcome. Slowpoke Lounge

22 Prairie du Sac
Art Workshop: Zentangle with
Music Therapy, 10-11:30 a.m.
Join instructor Maria Pape-Thompson for a relaxing morning making
art. Guided drawing exercises
and contemplative coloring time
will combine with several different
types of music to jumpstart the
creative process. Register by Jan.
14. Ages 18+, $20. River Arts on
Water Gallery, 590 Water St., (608)
643-5215, www.riverartsinc.org.
22 Prairie du Sac
Live Music: Sweet Dreams &
Honky Tonks, 2-4 p.m. Revue
presenting the best-loved songs of
Hank Williams, Loretta Lynn, Patsy
Cline and Johnny Cash along with
stories of their colorful lives and
careers sung by Tom Waselchuk
and Lindsey Giese backed by The
Dang-Its. $25 adults, $10 students.
River Arts Center, 105 9th St.,
(608) 643-5215, www.riverartsinc.
org.
22 Spring Green
Live Music: The Growlers, 7:3010 p.m. The Growlers (formerly
Screamin Gene and the Lake
Louie Growlers) are entering their
44th year with their core group of
River Valley natives Gene Robertsbass, Greg Schoenmann-guitar
and Ted Frank-keyboard. They
are now joined by Lou Cassis of
New Glarus on drums. Slowpoke
Lounge & Cabaret, 137 W. Jefferson St., www.slowpokelounge.com.
26 Mineral Point (Virtual)
Winter Writers Reading Series:
Owen Aibric, 7-8:30 p.m. Winner of
the Wisconsin Writers Association
2021 Fiction Contest and Shake
Rag Alley Writer in Residence will
read from and discuss his work.
Free, register online for Zoom link.
Shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts,
18 Shake Rag St., (608) 987-3282,
www.ShakeRagAlley.org.

Spring Green artist Jen Salt’s “Hoarfrost,” above, is featured in “Altruistic Nature,” an exhibit of her nature scenes of the Lower Wisconsin
River along Highway 60 West at The Steinhaur Trust Art Gallery in the UW-Madison Arboretum Visitor Center through February. The
gallery is located at 1207 Seminole Highway and is open 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. weekdays and 12:30-4 p.m. weekends.

Artist Proposals Requested for Biennial Farm/Art DTour
The Wormfarm Institute is pleased to
announce a national
call for artist proposals for its biennial Farm/
Art DTour returning Oct. 1-10 to Sauk County.
This agri/cultural excursion is a self-guided drive through 50 miles of Sauk County’s
scenic, winding roads and working lands punctuated by temporary site-responsive artworks,
pasture performances, roadside poetry, educational Field Notes, local food markets and more.
Year after year, the DTour draws thousands of
visitors from the region and across the country
with its invitation to experience a landscape
and rural communities where farming plays a
central, though changing, role.
Up to 10 artists will be commissioned to
create large-scale, outdoor projects that will be
R E EDSBURG

temporarily installed at various locations along
the DTour route. The request for proposals
invites artists from all backgrounds and locations to apply, including those who are formally
trained and those who are self-taught. Proposals will be reviewed by a jury and DTour artists
will be selected through a two-step process.
Interested artists are invited to apply online at wormfarminstitute.org by submitting
their resume or CV; a statement of interest; a
preliminary project concept including drawings or visual references; and eight to 10 images
of recent work demonstrating the ability to
realize a large-scale outdoor project. Finalists
will receive a stipend to support travel costs
for a site visit, and DTour artists will receive
funding ranging from $2,500 to $10,000 to
realize their installation.

Artists will be selected through a two-part
process. Initial proposals will be reviewed by
a jury comprising regional and national arts
professionals, past DTour artists and Wormfarm staff. From those submissions, up to
15 finalists will be selected by March 30 and
invited to attend a two-day orientation in Sauk
County in spring 2022 to learn more about
the project, travel the DTour route and meet
landowners. Finalists will receive a stipend to
help cover travel expenses to attend the orientation and subsequently develop a full proposal
for a second round of jury review. From the
group of finalists, up to 10 DTour artists will
be selected in June.
The deadline to apply is Feb. 15. For more
information, visit wormfarminstitute.org or
email info@wormfarminstitute.org.
voiceoftherivervalley.com
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D R I F T L E S S D A R K S K I E S : A Month of Moons

O

ne cool thing I am already loving about 2022 is that our
months are aligning nicely with the phases of the moon. For
winter and spring, each month begins with a new moon and
cycles through all the phases of the moon. The lunar cycle of 29.5
days is a day shorter than the average month, so by summer the
lunar and calendar months will no longer be in sync.
New moon is on Jan. 2. We only see this during a solar eclipse
when the dark moon passes in front of the sun,
and that won’t happen again until October
2023. Watch after sunset on Jan. 3 for a
slender crescent moon low in the southwest
and setting about an hour after the sun.
You may also be able to see the innermost
planet Mercury a few fingers above the
moon and brighter Venus about a fist to its
right. Binoculars may help as you sweep
John Heasley
the horizon, and they will help you to see
Earthshine — sunlight reflected from the Earth lighting up the dark
side of the moon. Keep watching the next evenings as the crescent
moon waxes fuller and is visible for longer and higher in the sky
after sunset. On Jan. 4, it will be below and to the left of Saturn,
and on Jan. 5 it will be below Jupiter. Less than a week into the new
year, and you’ve already visited five other worlds!
By Jan. 9, the moon is half lit and half dark and has reached
first quarter. Now the moon rises around noon and sets around
midnight. You should be able to spot it in the southern afternoon

sky before sunset. The moon waxes on through its gibbous phases
until it is full on Jan. 17. It is 100 percent illuminated by sunlight at
5:50 p.m., but it will appear almost as full the day before and the day
after. This one is called the Wolf or Ice Moon among other names. It
rises in the northeast as the sun sets opposite it in the southwest and
is visible high across the night sky for almost 16 hours before it sets
in the northwest as the sun rises in the southeast.
The moon wanes through its gibbous phases and rises about
an hour later each evening and will remain visible in daytime as it
lingers in the morning sky. Last quarter is on Jan. 25 with the moon
again half lit and half dark but the reverse of first quarter. This
moon rises around midnight and sets at noon. If you are watching
before dawn, you can catch sight of it in the southeast. Look there
before sunrise on Jan. 29 to see dim Mars just a finger’s width
above and to the right of a slender crescent moon with brighter
Venus about a hand’s width to the left. New moon is on Jan. 31, and
the cycle repeats for February, March, April and May as the lunar
and calendar months align for a time.
John Heasley is an astronomy educator and stargazer who
enjoys connecting people with the cosmos. He volunteers
with NASA/JPL as a Solar System Ambassador, with the IAU
as a Dark Skies Ambassador, and with International DarkSky Association as an Advocate. For more information about
stargazing in southwestern Wisconsin, like Driftless Stargazing
LLC on Facebook and find out whenever there’s something
awesome happening in the skies.
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D R I F T L E S S T E R R O I R : Teasing Out Colors, Tones and Phrases of Home
Driftless Terroir (ter-WAHR) is a series featuring guest voices celebrating the intersection of land and culture — the essence of life in the
Driftless Area — with topics including art and architecture, farming and gardening, cooking and eating, fermenting and drinking, and
more. To read past columns, see voiceoftherivervalley.com. To contribute to Driftless Terroir, e-mail info@voiceoftherivervalley.com.

W

Hills Winery two years ago, and, while in geological time two
hen I think of terroir, I think of time. Imagine the
entire history of the world in a single bottle of
years is nothing at all, for us it has felt like an age. On top of
wine. From the big bang to the present, humans’
the many responsibilities of owning a new business, we found
time on this earth would just be a small drop of wine in
ourselves in the unlikely roles of farmers. Most people
that bottle, a single whisper of tannin on the tongue,
are surprised that anyone can grow grapes at all in a
a small burst of fruit on the palette. Time moves
place like Wisconsin — with cold, snowy winters
slowly in the vineyard — measured in the long
and temperatures that can easily sink to the depths
rows of vines waiting to be pruned, bud break, a
of 40 below zero — but we plant grapes that are
burst of green, then the subtle shift of veraison —
particularly cultivated to survive the frigid condithe miracle of nature that turns the fruit from dull
tions. Each grape has its own history, but many of
green to rich rubies, garnets, citrons and dark blue sapthem are named after these cold, Midwest places —
phires. There are the aching hours of harvest, pulling
Marquette, La Crosse, Frontenac, Itasca. You only
Colleen
cluster after cluster of grapes until they fill a bucket,
find these grapes in hardy, rugged landscapes, and
Halverson
a bin, a tank; and finally, the slow churn of fermentathey don’t just grow here: they thrive here — ripening
tion, racking, finishing, bottling. The process of making wine
under the honeyed sunshine of our summers, sleeping soundly
can feel as endless as that bottle, but like the proverb says —
in the cruel blankets of snow that pack layer upon layer on the
to everything there is a season. And before you know it, the
hillside. And by some miracle, the vines return again, just as
we return again to cut away, trim back, tie down, and whisper
cycle begins all over again.
soft, silent prayers during our walks through the vines, our finMy husband and I purchased what would become Wild

Images courtesy of Colleen Halverson

My husband and I purchased what would become Wild Hills Winery two years ago, and, while in geological time two years is nothing at all, for
us it has felt like an age. On top of the many responsibilities of owning a new business, we found ourselves in the unlikely roles of farmers.
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its chemistry, but all we can do is tease out its colors, tones
gertips brushing against their tender leaves. Let this be a good
year. Let this wine be good. Please, God, let this be good.
and phrases. It can be flinty or chalky, herbal or floral. It’s the
There are no atheists in the vineyard.
wind that blew up from the Wisconsin River that summer. It’s
Terroir is a French word that
the early song of the robin in spring or
means the soil, climate and atmosphere Terroir is a word with no small the cry of the Sandhill crane in the fall.
of a place. It’s a word with no small
It’s the laughter of our children as they
amount of controversy in the
amount of controversy in the wine
chase after fireflies at twilight, the tears
world because no one exactly knows
wine world because no one
we shed in frustration when everything
how or why it exists. Some scientists
falls apart, and it’s the gasp of triumph
exactly knows how or why it
speculate it has something to do with
when the wine ends up better than we
exists. What we do know is
microbes in the soil or tiny, microcould have ever imagined.
scopic fungi that act as carriers of the
Terroir is a story, a song, centuries
that certain terroirs bring out
phenomenon. What we do know is that
in
the
making, and for one summer in
very specific flavors in certain
certain terroirs bring out very specific
the vineyard, we dare to hum along
varieties of wines. Bordeaux,
flavors in certain varieties of wines.
with it. Terroir is a sense of place, and
Bordeaux, Napa Valley — these are
in a time where one town looks like the
Napa Valley — these are
terroirs you likely know. But what
other, one strip small can be swapped
terroirs you likely know. But
about Driftless terroir?
out for the next, when our whole lives
The Driftless Region is literally
what about Driftless terroir?
twist in the throes of the digital firmaolder than the dinosaurs. Dolomite,
ment, leaving us lost and unmoored in
sandstone, onyx, shale, quartz — we
a land of emails, texts, and Zoom meetings, terroir grounds
have rock and mineral formations here that date back to the
us. Terroir is home.
beginning of the world. Tens of thousands of years ago when
the Laurentide Ice Sheet should have turned left, it went right
Colleen Halverson is a vineyard owner, novelist and
instead, preserving a terroir that would recite its geological
educator. When she’s not traipsing through the vines, she
story in every bottle we produce. We don’t know how that
can be found at wildhillswinery.com or her author page at
terroir got there or what miracle of biology wrote a poem in
colleenhalverson.com.
We plant grapes that are particularly cultivated to survive the frigid conditions of a place like Wisconsin. Each grape has its own history, but
many of them are named after these cold, Midwest places — Marquette, La Crosse, Frontenac, Itasca.
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BUILDING BRIDGES cont. from p. 5
with the butchering of the animals, and
was visibly moved when talking about it so
many years later. She could “feel the souls
of the animals when they were alive.” One
year they built a hoop house with lumber
harvested from their land, and bought the
plastic to cover it. Much to the surprise of
their neighbors, they were able to harvest
ripe tomatoes on the fourth of July.
When the first three of their children
had graduated from high school, and the
last two had not yet started, they saw an
opportunity to leave Little Swan and the
cold and snow of Minnesota. “It was now
or never.” At the time Bob was working
as a construction supervisor in the Quad
Cities, spending his weeks there and
coming home for the weekends most of
the time. Kate was teaching dance and
raising their children on the farm. It was
time for a change. Bob and their son-inlaw, Matt, started looking for a restaurant
to lease. Cooking had been Bob’s passion
since he was a small child when his
mother and grandmother took him under
their wings in the kitchen. They settled
on the Restaurant and Saloon at Hotel
Boscobel. This was the return of Bob to
his actual professional life as a chef.
When the family moved to Boscobel,
they rented three different houses, each
of which sold shortly after they moved in.
Times were very tough in those years. I
was reminded of frontier stories in which so
much hard work was done, and yet the focus
was always on just getting it done, and not
on the hardships. Even when their memories
differed and Kate said, “no, no you’re wrong
— I’m sorry but you’re not remembering
right,” her tone was compassionate and
respectful and there was still the laughter and
warmth of shared experiences.
These two are terrific storytellers,
weaving the tales of their life together
with precise details, an appreciation of the
people they encountered, willingness to try
new things (or at least Kate’s willingness
to go along with Bob’s latest idea, even if
that meant saying to Michael, their oldest,
“Hey, Mike, how would you like to milk
a cow?” because she was deeply afraid of
the large animal!), and a sense of humor
about it all.
The stories wove onward, leading
to an invitation from Robert Graves for
Bob to come work at the Spring Green
Restaurant (now the Frank Lloyd Wright

Visitor Center) for three months. The
job extended, and one day, driving to
Madison for supplies, Bob noticed a for
sale sign in front of the “cute country
cottage” on Highway 14 that they had
been eyeing, “and we bought it that
day.” Many changes later, Bob and Kate
established The Shoppe at Herbs Spices
& More, an herb and spice blend business
and a thriving kitchen out of which has
come beautiful breads, cookies, “Bob’s
salty balls,” delicious soups, and, on
Tuesday nights during the summer,
fabulous wood-fired pizzas. It is from
this business that they are (again) trying
to retire. If only Bob will “try harder”
this time! The trouble is that they like to
“do things,” though, and feel there is still
more for them to do in their community.
The closing of the Arena Elementary
School makes them sad. They see the
loss as bad for the children who now bus
away from their neighborhood and family
to attend elementary school in Spring
Green. While that change and the loss
of the School of Architecture at Taliesin
feel like huge losses to both Bob and
Kate, they remain optimistic about the
area and particularly the young people.
Kate speaks positively of “hope in the
kids — they’re smart, and they care.” She

also sees a strength in community here:
“The people are diverse in their beliefs,
but most people here put community and
people before their beliefs.” The last time
she has seen that kind of attitude was in
New York City, she said.
When I asked what makes them
happy, they answered for each other,
as if, after so many years together, it
made more sense to explain the other’s
happiness than their own. Both answers
were about their creativity — painting,
sketching, cooking. And both expressed
great pride in each other’s work.
Adversity, on the other hand, is
answered with doing what needs to be
done, with the help of each other. Some
adversity was too hard to talk about, and
on several occasions those stories would
begin, only to be cut short with either a
change of subject, or a pointed “Bobby.”
Those are not the stories to share.
In the end, Kate wishes that
“everyone had the opportunity to
achieve what they want.” The openness,
graciousness and kindness from these two
people filled my soul, and has brought
warmth to countless others who have
sat at their tables. As I said to them, the
community they cherish is one they have
helped to build.

In what seems to be a time of ever-increasing strife, this column is a small attempt to
build bridges with our neighbors. The broken bridges and steel-clad social bubbles
that keep us apart can begin to mend and thin as we get to know the stories that define
each other. In this space I interview community members of all walks of life from
throughout the Voice readership area. May you enjoy meeting them, and may this build
bridges for us all. Thank you for joining me on this journey.
Jennifer Moore-Kerr is a mom, a free spirit and a barefoot dancer
living in Spring Green where she can walk to the river and
commune with friends. She can often be found around Spring
Green welcoming locals and visitors alike. To suggest ideas for
future “Bridges” columns, email jennifermrkrr2@gmail.com.
voiceoftherivervalley.com
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