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Each season of the year, both 
residents and visitors alike 
have bountiful cause 

to be grateful for the nature, 
culture and events that make 
these Driftless hills and valleys 
such interesting places to live. 
In November we are even more 
focused than usual on giving thanks:

for the small businesses that provide 
goods and services in our rural region, in 
particular those listed as our advertisers 
on p. 3 whose financial support makes the 
printing of these pages possible;

for writers and thinkers like Michael 
Brandt, Cecilia Farran, Doris Green, Steve 
Fuller, John Heasley and Kathy Steffen, 
who shared their voices with us this month;

for photographers like Ric Genthe, 
Michael J. Smith and Rob Steffen, who 
capture the nature of our region so 
beautifully and whose work is featured in 
these pages;

for our volunteer distribution 
team of Joni and Rick Graves, 
Linda Kelen, Mark McCauley, 
Brian Richter and Nick 
Schweitzer, who helped 

distribute our November 
magazine throughout the region;
for the people behind the scenes 

at the art and folk schools, galleries, 
historical societies, live-music venues, 
museums, studios and theaters that provide 
access to art, culture, education and 
entertainment, some of which you’ll find in 
our calendar listings this month;

for readers like you, who join us in 
celebrating life in the Lower Wisconsin 
and Sugar-Pecatonica River Basins.

Whether you enjoy this month’s issue 
in print or online, we wish you happy 
reading.

This month’s cover photograph was taken by Rob Steffen of the Highway 23 bridge 
over the Wisconsin River at Peck’s Landing. Rob is a retired ad guy who now 
spends his time dabbling in photography, music and cats from his home in Spring 
Green. Many thanks to Rob for his contribution to our cover and issue! To share 
art or photography in a future issue of Voice of the River Valley, contact us at info@
voiceoftherivervalley.com.
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What better way to honor your passion for writing and 
creating than making gifts for loved ones? You have two 
months before the holidays — plenty of time! I’ve always 

based my December column around gift ideas, but this is head-start 
year! Following are the best ideas from the last nine years. You CAN 
be creative and create a gift that will be meaningful to your loved one.

In a blank journal, write a prompt at the top of every or every-
other page to create a guided journal. If you 

need some help, there are plenty of writing 
sites featuring prompts to use and searching 
will help you to come up with your own. 
Personalize the journal with photos, stamps 
or whatever to inspire the receiver. 

Memory journals are a wonderful 
way to relive special times. Use photos, write 

snippets of memories, and leave space for the 
receiver to add his or her own thoughts. Or 

begin a “family history” or “friendship” book and write a chapter a 
month with a loved one. For someone elderly, reminiscing is a favorite 
way to spend time. Plus, you are giving the gift of time together, and 
what could be more priceless? Have family members tell you their 
favorite story and begin a book of family short stories. Add photos, 
letters, mementos, whatever connects to the stories. Everyone will 
love this gift, and after a year of family connections, gift everyone a 
copy (there are plenty of places that print a book).

Do you have an artist, homemaker, mother, baker, (librarian, 
poet, runner, etc.) in your life? Create a manifesto for them — a 
written statement declaring the intentions, motives or views of the 
subject. Use the words themselves to add meaning to your design by 
bringing out key words with size, color or different fonts.

There are so many stamps, different papers, glitter pens, 
gel pens to create texture and color … and I’m betting you have 
a printer. Why purchase store-bought cards? Make your own 
holiday greeting card and begin with something you write and 
print, then customize with color, stamps and add-ons. You can 
truly send a message that is your own.

DIY kits are a wonderful start for making your own gifts. 
Everything you need to know in one box. There are kits for making 
hot sauce, beer, gin, or root beer, jewelry, candles, soap, candy, lip 
balm, posters, even a bonsai starter kit, and a kit to make a ukulele!

Gift Your Talent: Do you knit? Make someone a scarf. Bake? 
Make a cookie kit or muffin/brownie/pancake/cookie mix in a jar. 
Are you a chef? How about soup in a jar? Or infused cooking oils. 
Or spice/seasoning mixes. Sew? What about a fun, funky apron? Are 
you a gardener? Build mini-terrariums (and little plastic dinosaurs, 
farm animals or buildings can add whimsy to the plants). Don’t forget 
to add tags and labels made with your artistic expression. 

Or … Learn Something New: Learn how to make soap, candles 
or ornaments. There are ideas everywhere. This gift is not only for 
the person receiving, but is a gift to yourself as well.

Spread happiness and joy to those you love and create a one-
of-a-kind gift.

Kathy Steffen is an award-winning author of “First, There Is 
a River,” “Jasper Mountain” and “Theater of Illusion.” She 
writes, creates art and gardens from her home in Spring Green 
that she shares with her husband and kitties.

Kathy Steffen

B E T W E E N  T H E  L I N E S



5voiceoftherivervalley.com

The Last Unhitching 
A Tribute to the Ancestors Who Worked the Land

Circa 1930, Cecilia Farran’s father, Richard, is pictured, 
left, with his team of horses hitched to a hay wagon converted for 

winter to a sled on a cold January day, and, right, that same hay wagon and team in 
warmer days. Photos courtesy of Cecilia Farran.

By Cecilia Farran

My father was a farmer whose father was a farmer’s son, 
and so it had been as far back as the ancestral stories can 

be remembered; into Europe, into ages past, always farmers 
partnering with their horses on the land. 

Life progressing at the speed of a walking plow.

In 1948, my father made the decision to purchase his first 
tractor, a yellow prairie gold Minneapolis Moline. But I 
doubt he could have known that although he still used the 

horses a bit, the Last Unhitching would someday come and 
the harnesses would hang mute upon their pegs, encasing the 
once sweat of mighty beasts under a half century of earthy 
dust.

My father, the horses, the farm gone now. Farmland 
rolled over by the exodus from the city, and that which is 
left consolidated into mega-farms, worked by mega-tractors, 
captained by mega-farmers. They are family farms still, but 
on a scale that the old farmer and his team could never have 
imagined.

Twenty years ago, I rescued the tangles of leather from 
the gathering dust. They now hang on the log wall of my wide 
porch. I finger the curve of each strap; the collars and hames, 
bridle and bit, cruppers, traces, reins, each with its own 
stated purpose to harness the power of horses and men. Now 
although mute, in their cracked leather silence, I cherish them 
for the stories they tell. 

It is a tale of strong animals and men. Yes, and of hard 

work, but of a gentler time. Of fresh spring-turned earth, of 
summer muscles sweat-glistened in the heat, and of winter 
ice. Of sun and breezes across waving fields of wheat, of 
dried corn rustling in November storm, of walking plows and 
a farmer whose unencumbered soul was fed by it all.

It is the story of an old farmer in touch with the life 
of the land. A tale in sharp contrast to the farmer of today, 
separated from it all by the comfort of a climate-controlled 
air-conditioned tractor cab and headphones delivering the 
beat of country music and the latest grain market reports. 

The tale now is of giant-size computer-driven machinery 
built to match the spread of land. Today the farmer and 
his sons and sons of sons may farm and love the land just 
as much as their forebearers, but instead of the quiet pace 
of horses they must farm larger than life in order to stay 
competitive in the modern marketplace. Through it all, the 
land endures.

The earth of the farm may no longer be under my fingernails, 
but it lies fertile still in my soul.

As a story smith, Cecilia Farran writes 
for the written and spoken word and 
performs one-woman shows Beyond 
the Story. She gains solace and 
inspiration from her home, Taralir, 
nestled in a pine forest along the 

Wisconsin River. Contact her at 
cecilia@ceciliafarran.com.
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We lay side-by-side on the grass bank next to the corn field 
across from our house. Night had snuck us a hint of cool 
autumn air to lift the summer heat that had extended the 

dog days into September. My son had moved in with us, ready to 
reboot his life in the image of his father’s two years earlier, among the 
cow-speckled hills and red barns that decorate our beautiful Driftless 

region of Wisconsin. Tonight, though, we take 
stock of the stars, in particular the Milky Way, 

whose delicate lace veil seems to float like 
a whisper over the constellations seeking 
recognition once again.  

He had spent the last three years on 
the coast of southern California, his long, 

luscious locks in no way an indication of any 
instinct to be a surfer. He just didn’t like 
strangers touching his hair, touching any 

part of him, really. The child version of my son feared the doctor like 
many do clowns, and the dentist? We cut up prescribed Valium pills 
after a full dose left us in hysterics but feeling like awful parents.

High school graduation was a monumental accomplishment, one 
he celebrated with perhaps the most entertaining receipt of a diploma 
in my memory – throwing kisses to his crowd of friends somewhere 
in the sea of humanity of socially distanced teens. All of them 
most eager to embark on their journey of a lifetime to some Named 
University somewhere else to get the degree long the subject of 
dreams and countless car rides to establish conditions of acceptance.  

You cannot see the Milky Way in SoCal. He tells me you can 
see one star, maybe two or three, but, really, they are planets, so don’t 
count.  I agree and share with him my memories of Mrs. Milliken 
teaching us about Orion in the high school planetarium during 
freshman earth science back home in Durham, New Hampshire. I 
wonder if that planetarium still exists; do kids these days pause to 
look up from their phones to name those longing constellations or 
know their stories? My son knows their stories, and the stories behind 
the stories, his love for Percy Jackson sending him on journeys down 
mythological rabbit holes that sill marvel me.  

The Greek myths kept his attention unlike anything else could. 
And so we have a lot of work to do. My Veteran’s Journey Home 
now has another companion, but more than that, our journeys are 
meeting in the Midwest, in the middle. My son’s journey defined as 
much as mine by the month-long absences at sea doing things I barely 
remember with people whose lives seem to have sailed off into their 
own mystics, and then that extended COVID-driven separation.  

Here we are, together again, side-by-side on the grass next to 
the corn field across from our house looking up at the Milky Way 
imagining the universe of stories that we will finally be able to create 
together. That hint of cool autumn air feels like a familiar blanket, 
comforting us, healing us.  

Steve Fuller retired from the U.S. Navy in 2019 after nearly 27 years 
of service serving at sea on ships as small as frigates and as large 
as aircraft carriers. A visit to the Driftless and a desire for a radical 
course change brought him home to Wisconsin where he lives on a 
small parcel of land with chickens and horses and … more to come! 
He has been a creative writer since he first saw U2 perform in Live 
Aid, and now as he returns home after a life of service, he looks 
forward to sharing more of his writing with willing readers.

Steve Fuller

A V E T E R A N ’ S  J O U R N E Y  H O M E
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Greenhouse Nature 
School is enrolling 
children ages 3-8 for 

a nature curriculum starting April 1, 2022; 
the enrollment fee will be waived to families 
registering by December 31, 2021. The two-
day-a-week supplemental program provides 
nearly 4 acres of gardens, paths and a varying 
landscape for children to explore their world. 
Homeschool families are encouraged to en-
roll.

Vanya Schroeder, head teacher and di-
rector, is a career-long teacher, specializing in 
the youngest learners since 2005.

Research shows numerous advantages 
of playing in nature, finding advances in so-
cial skills, STEM learning, critical thinking 
skills and even improved eyesight. At GNS, 
children are provided with quality garden and 
building tools, art supplies, and musical in-
struments.

GNS is proud to be one of the few centers 
in the area offering nature education. If you 
are interested in a family visit, contact Schro-
eder at greenhousenatureschool@gmail.com 
or see www.greenhousenatureschool.com.

‘Back Roads — Down Home’ at Rountree 

I started this column focused on the long list of painful, frightening 
and in so many instances deadly events that have occurred during 
the past summer and fall. I do not need to repeat them here. We all 

know what they were (and are). 
I remember feeling, as these tragedies streamed through my 

heart, how grateful I am that I am safe in my home. How could I feel 
anything other than gratitude? However, it was 

not long before the gratitude got lost when I 
learned via a phone call that my brother in 
hospice care was lying in pain from a fall 
that resulted in a fractured hip, and that his 
care continues to be far from good as it is 

also lacking in compassion. That phone call 
momentarily took precedence leaving me in 

tears, helpless to do anything more than my 
sister and I have already tried to do to ease 

his discomfort and meet his basic needs mostly from a distance in his 
last days. The trips we’ve made are hardly adequate.

It is difficult for me and for all of us to remember gratitude when 
our world is in such a terrible state and so much is going wrong. It 
took a while for me allow the pain to move through me and focus on 
the good in our world. We need to do both. Our pain is as real as our 
joy. In fact, joy is only as deep as our grief. Think about that.

Somehow, we must find ways to remain balanced. We must 

pause often to remember the beauty of this world, the love we give 
and receive from family and friends, the food on our tables, the jobs 
we have (if we do), the sunsets that have been so beautiful in spite of 
the fires out West that have contributed so often to the depth of the 
colors. Ironic, isn’t it. And as we focus on that … we are being asked 
to carry the feelings of helplessness, frustration, anger, fear, loss 
and grief. It is the pain in life that deepens us and helps us grow in 
compassion if we use it well. Yes, the price is high. 

It is the beauty of those sunsets, the smiles of our little ones, the 
food we will soon share with loved ones, the flowers we have enjoyed 
all summer, and the hope for better days in our world; it is these that 
heal the pain. It is not the way I would have designed the plan. But 
it is the way it works.

The key is to live in the now as often as we can. Enjoy the peaks. 
Be present to the valleys. Stop and be aware.

I wish each of you a Thanksgiving Day filled with gratitude 
and love. I urge you to reach out to those who are grieving and/
or alone; to stop and remember all who are in pain, and all the 
gifts that bless our lives.

PLATTEVILLE
Rountree Gallery presents “Back Roads – Down Home,” 
a solo photography exhibit by Ric Genthe. Genthe, born 
and raised in the Platteville area, grew up appreciating the 

beauty of the clear trout streams, the rolling terrain and the history of the Driftless 
region. He was an illustrator and art director during his professional career, and 
as he transitioned to photography his art director’s eye for detail and composition 
is apparent in the photographs. The exhibit runs through Nov. 13 at the Rountree 
Gallery, 120 W. Main St., which is open 4-7 p.m. Thursday and Friday and 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Saturday, or by appointment. For more information, see rountreegallery.org.

Ric Genthe

Mary Friedel-Hunt has retired after 50 years of practice as a 
licensed clinical social worker and certified bereavement coun-
selor. She can be reached at mfhunt44@gmail.com or P.O. Box 
1036, Spring Green, WI 53588.  

Mary Friedel-Hunt

L I V I N G  W E L L ,  D Y I N G  W E L L

Nature Curriculum 
for Youth Ages 3-8 

NORTH 
FREEDOM
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RECURRING
Through Nov. 6  Dodgeville (Virtual) 
Friends of Folklore Village Online Benefit 
Auction. Shop for folk arts, folk wear and 
jewelry, musical instruments, books, holiday 
foods, travel and dance opportunities, online 
lessons, traditional crafts and more! Folklore 
Village, 3210 Cty. Hwy BB, (608) 924-4000, 
www.charityauction.bid/folklorevillage.

Through Nov. 6  Platteville
Art Exhibit: Wally Bowling (mixed media 
and found objects), 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon.-
Thurs., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Sat. Free and open to the public. Harry and 
Laura Nohr Gallery at UW-Platteville, 1 Uni-
versity Plaza (lower level of Ullsvik Hall), 
(608) 342-2787, www.uwplatt.edu.

Through Nov. 13  Platteville
Art Exhibit: Ric Genthe, “Back Roads – 
Down Home.” Solo exhibit by Platteville 
photographer. 4-7 p.m. Thurs.-Fri., 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Sat. Rountree Gallery, 120 W. Main St., 
RountreeGallery.org. (See photo, p. 7.)

Through Nov. 14  Spring Green 
American Players Theatre 2021 Season. 
For play descriptions, tickets and COVID-19 
protocols, see http:// americanplayers.org. 
5950 Golf Course Rd., (608) 588-2361. 

Nov. 27-Dec. 31  Spring Green
Winter Art Market. Locally handmade art 
and craft. Alfred Art to Wear, 159 N. Lexing-
ton St., (608) 239-5974, Facebook.

Through November  Dodgeville
Exhibit: Esther Hill (Lower Floor Mixed 
Media) and Greg Bykowski (Upper Floor 
Mixed Media), 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday. Iowa County Courthouse 1st Floor 
Exhibit, 222 N. Iowa St., (608) 935- 5483.

Through November  Platteville
Way of Stillness Group Meditation, 6:45-
7:45 p.m. Thursdays. Open to people of all 
backgrounds and traditions of meditative 
practice (beginners included). Chairs pro-
vided, but bring any props that keep you 

comfortable. Masks and social distancing 
required. Free, but donations encouraged. 
Rooted Yoga Studio (second floor above 
Rountree Gallery), 120 W. Main St., www.
wayofstillness.com.

Through November  Spring Green
Meet the Maker Exhibit: Kyle Adams (col-
lages), 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Mon.-Thurs., 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat. Spring Green 
Community Library, 230 E. Monroe St., (608) 
588-2276, springgreenlibrary.org.

Through November  Spring Green
Glass Case Gallery Exhibit: Hollis Spaier 
(handmade baskets), 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Mon.-
Thurs., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Sat. Spring Green Community Library, 230 
E. Monroe St., (608) 588-2276, springgreen-
library.org.

Through May 7  Spring Green
Spring Green Farmers Pop-Up Market, 
10-11 a.m. Saturdays. Pre-orders recom-
mended. See Facebook or Instagram or 
email SGFarmersMarket@gmail.com for a 
list of participating vendors and their contact 
information. Spring Green Community Library 
Parking Lot, 230 E. Monroe St.

Year-Round  Mineral Point
Arts and crafts workshops for adults, cus-
tom retreats, virtual Artisan Marketplace and 
site rentals. Shake Rag Alley Center for the 
Arts, 18 Shake Rag St., (608) 987-3292, info@
shakeragalley.org, www.ShakeRagAlley.org. 

Year-Round  Platteville
The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums. Sea-
sonal events and virtual programs year-round 
by reservation. Museum admission, train rides 
and guided mine tours May-October. Enjoy a 
free virtual program library and 360-degree 
virtual tour of the Bevans Lead-ZInc Mine and 
the museum’s place-based humanities and 
STEAM exhibits. The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums, 405 E. Main St., (608) 348-3301, 
www.mining.jamison.museum.

Year-Round  Prairie du Sac
Art gallery, workshops and classes. 
Gallery open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursdays-

Saturdays and by private appointment on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. River Arts on 
Water Gallery Studio, 590 Water St., (608) 
643-5215, www.riverartsinc.org.

Year-Round  Spring Green
Stitch and Bitch, 1:30-3 p.m. Thursdays. 
Weekly handwork group. All are welcome. 
Spring Green General Store, 137 S. Albany 
St., (608) 588-7070, www.springgreengener-
alstore.com.

Year-Round  Virtual
Equity Corner, 8-8:30 p.m. first/third 
Wednesday. Meet online with area residents 
working to be a catalyst for change within 
ourselves, our communities and our country 
and commit together to dismantle systems of 
oppression. wiequitycorner.com.

NOVEMBER
1  Spring Green
Trivia Night, 6:30-9:30 p.m. Slowpoke Lounge 
& Cabaret, 137 W. Jefferson St., www.slow-
pokelounge.com.

2  Dodgeville (Virtual)
Folklore Village Open Mic, 7-9 p.m. Perform-
ers and audience members alike are warmly 
welcome to the Open Mic hosted over Zoom. 
For more information and virtual invitation, email 
programs@folklorevillage.org. Folklore Village, 

V O I C E  O F  T H E  R I V E R  VA L L E Y  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

          1      2       3      4       5        6      
7        8      9     10    11     12      13    
14      15    16   17    18     19      20    
21      22    23   24    25     26      27    
28      29    30

NOVEMBER 2021

For more information, see 
voiceoftherivervalley.com/events. Submit 
events for next month’s magazine online 
by Nov. 15. All events subject to change. 

Check with event hosts for current 
COVID-19 protocols.
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3210 Cty. Hwy BB, (608) 924-4000, www.folklor-
evillage.org, The FolkMic Facebook group.

4-7  Mineral Point
Driftless Film Festival. Annual festival bringing 
together the best of new independent cinema 
with the landscape, artistic energy and local 
atmosphere of southwestern Wisconsin. See 
website for titles, times, tickets. Mineral Point 
Opera House, 139 High St., (608) 987-3501, 
mineralpointoperahouse.org.

6  Argyle
Sunset Owl Hike, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Join high 
school science teacher and biology enthusiast 
Mark Sturnick for a sunset hike to learn about 
the owls that live in our community. Erickson 
Conservation Area behind Argyle Legion Park, 
14567 WI-78, (608) 543-3193, argylepublicli-
brary.com.

6  Spring Green
Live Music: The Honey Pies, 7:30-10 p.m. 
$10-$15. Slowpoke Lounge & Cabaret, 137 W. 
Jefferson St., www.slowpokelounge.com.

8  Highland
Highland Area Historical Society Museum, 
12-7 p.m. Tour the recently completed “Rooms 
of Yesterday.” View displays of area churches, 
one-room schools, CCC camp, railroad, mining, 
Highland Brewery and Armed Services. Free 
admission, but donations encouraged. Highland 
Area Historical Society Museum, 526 Isabell St.

9  Spring Green
River Valley Food Tourism Initiative Meeting, 
7-8 p.m. Commercial food producers, retailers 
and restaurateurs within the boundaries of the 
River Valley School District are invited to an 
informational meeting about developing food 
tourism in our region. Spring Green Community 
Library, 230 E. Monroe St., patpeltier199@
gmail.com, www.rivervalleycommons.org. (See 
story, p. 7.)

11  Veterans Day

11  Spring Green
Live Music: Slowpoke Songwriters Round, 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Featuring Alex Ramsey (of The Pines), 
Tim Eddy and Annie Emmenegger. Free, tips 
for the musicians welcome. Slowpoke Lounge & 

Community Resources
CHAMBERS, COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE
Darlington Chamber of Commerce, 
darlingtonwi.org 
Mineral Point Chamber of Commerce, www.
mineralpoint.com
Mount Horeb Chamber of Commerce, www.
mounthorebchamber.com
Platteville Chamber of Commerce, www.
platteville.com
River Valley Commons, www.
rivervalleycommons.org
Sauk Prairie Chamber of Commerce, www.
saukprairie.com
Spring Green Area Chamber of Commerce, 
www.springgreen.com
WRCO Richland Center Community 
Calendar, wrco.com 

SUPPORT GROUPS
Dodgeville Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-
Anon, Narcotics Anonymous Meetings, 
Dodgeville Serenity Club, 401 N. Union, (608) 
695-6662. 
Muscoda Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting, 
St. John’s School, 116 W. Beech St., (608) 
929-4970.
Richland Center Al-Anon, Peace United 
Methodist Church, 265 N. Church St., use 
Union St. entrance, (608) 585-3134.
Spring Green Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings, 10 a.m. Tuesdays, Closed/
Fragrance Free. Spring Green Community 
Church, 151 E. Bossard St. Please park and 
enter at rear of building.
Spring Green Al-Anon Meetings, Christ 
Lutheran Church, 237 E. Daley St., (608) 588-
2481.

Aging and Disability Resource Center of 
Southwest Wisconsin Caregivers Support 
Group, Iowa County Health & Human Services 
Building, Room 1001, 303 W. Chapel St., (608) 
930-9835. 
Dodgeville Area Compassionate Friends 
support group for anyone who has lost a child 
of any age. Grace Lutheran Church, (608) 
935-2693. 
Dodgeville Parkinson’s Support Group, 
Grace Lutheran Church, 1105 N. Bequette St., 
(608) 574-4838. 
Dodgeville SOS, Survivors of Suicide 

Support Group, Health & Human Services 
Building, 303 W. Chapel St., SPCICWI@gmail.
com. 
PFLAG Mount Horeb Area Support Meeting, 
Mt. Horeb American Legion Hall, 102 S. 3rd 
St., pflagmoho@gmail.com.
Richland Center Autism Support Group, 
(608) 588-2585, www.angelautismnetwork.org.
Rolling Hills Toastmasters, Richland 
Hospital, Pippin 1, 333 E. 2nd St., 
driftlessareaink@mwt.net.
Sauk City Reformers Unanimous, Calvary 
Baptist Church, 309 Water St., www.
rusaukprairie.com, (608) 448-9515.

MEMORY GROUPS SPONSORED BY THE 
ALZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA ALLIANCE OF 
WISCONSIN
Dodgeville, Stonefield Apartments Community 
Room, 407 E. Madison St., (608) 843-3402, 
alzwisc.org.
Richland Center, Woodman Senior Center, 
1050 N. Orange St., (608) 723-4288, 
alzwisc.org.
Sauk City, Sauk Prairie Community Center, 
Cafe Connections, 730 Monroe St., (608) 742-
9055, alzwisc.org. 

FOOD PANTRIES & COMMUNITY MEALS
Dodgeville Feeding Friends Community Meal, 
Dodgeville United Methodist Church, 327 N. 
Iowa St., (608) 935-5451.  
Heights Unlimited Community Resource 
Center, 1529 State St., Suite B,
Black Earth, (608) 767-3663, www.
heightsunlimited.net, Facebook.
Iowa County Food Pantry, 138 S. Iowa St.,
Dodgeville, (608) 930-8733, Facebook. 
Mazomanie Community Food Pantry, 9 
Brodhead St., (608) 795-4336, Facebook.
Reedsburg Food Pantry, (608) 524-6272, www.
reedsburgwi.gov/foodpantry.
Sauk Prairie Area Food Pantry, 821 Industry 
Rd., Sauk City, (608) 571-7737, Facebook.
6:8 Community Meals, 821 Industry Dr., 
Sauk City, 68Kristine@gmail.com, www.
makingservicepersonal.org. 
Southwestern Wisconsin Community Action 
Program Food Resources Map, swcap.org.
Spring Green Community Food Pantry, Spring 
Green Community Church, 151 E. Bossard St., 
www.communityfoodpantryofspringgreen.org, 
(608) 459-5512.Continued p. 10
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Cabaret, 137 W. Jefferson St., www.
slowpokelounge.com.

13  Dodgeville
Folklore Village Folk School Work-
shops: Hardanger Embroidered 
Holiday Ornaments, Knit a Christmas 
Stocking, Kimchi & Kraut, and Hearts 
& Stars. $40-$80. Folklore Village, 
3210 Cty. Hwy BB, (608) 924-4000, 
www.folklorevillage.org.

13  Mineral Point
Writing Your Memoir Workshop, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Award-winning author 
Gary Jones shares a several-
points-of-entry approach to mem-
oir writing, one that immediately 
produces text and encourages the 
development of a full-length manu-
script. $55. Shake Rag Alley Center 
for the Arts, 18 Shake Rag St., 
(608) 987-3292, info@shakeragal-
ley.org, www.ShakeRagAlley.org. 

13  Mineral Point
Driftless Poets Workshop, 2-4 
p.m. Monthly workshopping group 
for aspiring and established poets. 
Meet outside on the Green or reg-
ister for the Zoom link. Shake Rag 
Alley Center for the Arts, 18 Shake 
Rag St., (608) 987-3282, www.
ShakeRagAlley.org.

13  Mineral Point
Live Music: The Weight Band, 7 
p.m. doors, 8 p.m. show. Featur-
ing members of The Band and the 
Levon Helm Band. $25-$40. Mineral 
Point Opera House, 139 High St., 
(608) 987-3501, mineralpointopera-
house.org.

13  Platteville
Friends of The Mining & Rollo 
Jamison Museums Annual Meet-
ing and Program, 4 p.m. Hear Ben 
Strand speak on his new book, “A 
Black Hawk War Guide: Landmarks, 
Battlefields, Museums and Firsthand 
Accounts,” learn about the year’s ac-
complishments at the Museums and 
enjoy heavy hors d’oeuvres. Free 
for 2021 members and donors over 
$35. The Mining & Rollo Jamison 
Museums, 405 E. Main St., (608) 
348-3301, www.mining.jamison.
museum.

13  Spring Green
Live Music: Ritt and Wilder Deitz, 
7:30 p.m. $10 in advance, $15 at the 
door. Slowpoke Lounge & Cabaret, 
137 W. Jefferson St., www.slow-
pokelounge.com.
 
15  Arena
Arena Historians Harvest Celebra-
tion and Food Pantry Benefit, 6:30 
p.m. Sample homemade breads 

while Cecilia Farran tells “Daily 
Bread,”  a true story of the land, har-
vest and a philosopher farmer facing 
life. Free-will donation to food pantry. 
Open to the public. Guests invited to 
bring samplings of their own home 
baked bread and copies of the 
recipe. Grandma Mary’s Brisbane 
Hall, 175 Hwy 14, (608) 228-0261. 
(See story, p. 5.)
 
16  Dodgeville (Virtual)
Folklore Village Folk School 
Workshop: Revisiting Irish, Scottish, 
& Canadian Dance Piano, 4:30-6 
p.m. $15. Folklore Village, 3210 Cty. 
Hwy BB, (608) 924-4000, www.folk-
lorevillage.org.

17  Mineral Point
Women’s Art Party, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Learn basic quilling techniques to 
make an eco-friendly snowflake 
ornament using strips cut from toilet 
paper rolls and brown paper bags or 
craft paper. $5. Registration required 
at www.ShakeRagAlley.org/womens-
art-party. Shake Rag Alley Center for 
the Arts, (608) 987-3292.

18  Mineral Point (Virtual)
Antiracism Book Club: “A Peculiar 
Indifference,” 6-7:30 p.m.  Join the 
conversation about Elliot Currie’s 
book. Free; registration required at 
www.ShakeRagAlley.org/product/
abc-nov.

19  Spring Green
Live Music: Caravan, 7:30 p.m. $10 
in advance, $15 at the door. Slow-
poke Lounge & Cabaret, 137 W. 
Jefferson St., www.slowpokelounge.
com.

19-21  Mineral Point
Live Music: Mineral Point High 
School Musical: “Chicago,”  7 
p.m. Nov. 19-20, 1 p.m. Nov. 21. $10 
adults, $5 students. Mineral Point 
Opera House, 139 High St., (608) 
987-3501, mineralpointoperahouse.
org. 

23  Mineral Point
Rye Bread Workshop, 6-8 p.m. Ni-
cole Bujewski will show you all of the 
steps needed to make an authentic 
rye bread, including mixing, ferment-
ing, dividing, shaping and baking. 
$40. Shake Rag Alley Center for the 
Arts, 18 Shake Rag St., (608) 987-
3292, info@shakeragalley.org, www.
shakeragalley.org. 

25  Thanksgiving

28  Platteville
Artists Sunday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Shop local and regional art at two 
locations: Rountree Gallery, 120 W. 
Main St., rountreegallery.org, and 
Driftless Market, 95 W. Main St., 
driftlessmarket.com.

Voice of the River Valley  |   November 2021
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November is Native American Heritage Month, and longtime 
Wisconsin families may retell stories of their ancestors’ 
interactions with different tribal members. Maybe a 

great-great-grandfather passed down a recollection about seeing a 
Winnebago (Ho-Chunk) encampment when he was a boy. Or perhaps 
there’s even a family story about shared Menominee roots.

Yet oral history accounts are cause for questions, not beliefs. A 
single mention of an ancestor with Native 

American roots may suggest an intriguing 
possibility, but it is not a reason to revise 
the family tree. Lacking corroboration, 
experienced family historians become the 
ultimate skeptics and fact checkers. How 

to know if your family includes Native 
American ancestors?

While DNA testing has solved crimes and 
revealed biological parents, it cannot answer 

every question. A DNA test may reveal Native American markers, 
however, if your Native American ancestry dates from more than a 
few generations back, these markers may not show up.

Still there may be other evidence. Look for the designation “I” 
or “In” in the race column of the federal censuses of 1860 or later. 
Searching for connections on Ancestry.com, www.familysearch.org 
and other genealogy sites may yield clues, too. Fold3 (https://blog.
fold3.com/free-access-to-the-native-american-collection/) offers 
access to these records, as well as to Dawes enrollment cards for 
Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw and Seminole members who 

removed to reservations west of the Mississippi River. Not all tribal 
nations relocated beyond Wisconsin, and the state is home today to 
11 federally recognized nations, plus the Brothertown Indian Nation 
headquartered in Fond du Lac.

Any written document may corroborate a story handed down 
about Native American ancestry. A letter, diary or photo recognizing 
a Native American ancestor will provide some corroboration. Two 
or three different, unrelated sources are usually sufficient to add that 
ancestor to a family branch.

Visit the Wisconsin First Nations website (wisconsinfirstnations.
org) for links to tribal nations and resources like the Chippewa Valley 
Museum (wisconsinfirstnations.org/chippewa-valley-museum). 
Books by Dr. Patty Loew — “Indian Nations of Wisconsin” and 
“Native People of Wisconsin” — are reliably accurate. The Wisconsin 
Historical Society (www.wisconsinhistory.org) provides online 
essays and maps. Forts Folle Avoine Historical Park (www.theforts.
org) offers research materials including Burnett County plat maps, 
cemetery information and obituaries, in addition to two fur-trading 
forts, an Ojibwe village and an old schoolhouse. On the Milwaukee 
Public Museum website (www.mpm.edu), look at the “educators” tab 
for “WIRP” (Wisconsin Indian Resource Project). Wisconsin’s Native 
American history is fascinating, complex and vital.

Doris Green

Doris Green authored “Elsie’s Story: Chasing a Family Mystery” 
and “Wisconsin Underground: A Guide to Caves, Mines, and 
Tunnels.” Also available: “Minnesota Underground,” co-authored 
with Greg Brick. Visit http://henschelhausbooks.com.

T R A C K I N G  Y O U R  P A S T :  Native American Heritage Month
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Breast Health Services

Yes, we  
do that!

 

3D Mammography, Diagnosis  
and Surgery All in One Place.
Compassionate, personalized care.  
State-of-the-art screening, diagnosis and 
treatment. Convenient locations close to where 
you live and work. When you choose Upland Hills 
Health breast health services, you are choosing 
caring, skilled professionals who provide early 
detection and timely treatment. When it comes  
to your breast health, Yes, we do that!

Dr. Jared Linebarger
BREAST HEALTH SPECIALIST

“I value the opportunity to help women in a difficult time 
and positively impact their lives over the long term.”

Upland Hills Health  
Breast Health Services
• 3D mammograms
• Precision breast biopsy
• Mastectomy and lumpectomy
• Breast reconstruction

Specialty Clinic 608-930-7115  |  betterbreastcare.org



13voiceoftherivervalley.com

Night owls can be awed by a lunar eclipse on Nov. 19. 
That’s the one where the Full Moon passes through 
the shadow of the Earth and turns a rusty color. 

The Full Frost (or Beaver) Moon rises on Thursday the 
18th around 4:20 p.m. as the sun is setting and passes high 
across the southern sky. You may start to notice a slight 
darkening of the moon after midnight as it passes through 

Earth’s penumbra. The partial eclipse 
begins at 1:18 a.m. as the top of the 

moon enters Earth’s umbral shadow. 
By then, the moon will be high in 
the southwest. The shadow of the 
Earth slowly engulfs the moon, and 

the color will darken and deepen until 
maximum eclipse at 3:03 a.m. This will 
be an almost full (97 percent) eclipse 
with only a small tip of the moon on 

the bottom left out of the shadow. Then the drama reverses 
as the moon slowly departs Earth’s shadow and the partial 
eclipse ends at 4:47 a.m. Moonset will be around 7:15 a.m. 
You can enjoy an encore of the Full Frost Moon uneclipsed 
that evening when it rises in the northeast around 4:45 p.m.

There is much to enjoy about a lunar eclipse. I love the 
unpredictability of the colors. Even though the moon is in 
the shadow of the Earth, some light still passes through our 
atmosphere to light its surface. Depending on how much 
smoke is in our atmosphere, the color may be orange or 

copper or rust or brick or umber. I love the predictability of 
the sky darkening. Usually we see fewer stars with the light 
of the Full Moon, but during a lunar eclipse the sky slowly 
darkens and more stars emerge as the moonlight is dimmed 
by 99.9 percent. Look for the Pleiades “The Seven Sisters” 
just a few fingers above the moon. A looser cluster of stars, 
the Hyades, will be about a fist to the left of the moon. The 
bright orange star Aldebaran is at the upper left tip of their 
V-pattern. Use binoculars to see even better and to bring out 
the colors. The familiar constellation of Orion the Hunter 
will be high in the south surrounded by the bright stars of 
the “Winter Hexagon.”

If you’re not a night owl, there are two more lunar 
eclipses coming up in 2022 that might be a better match. 
There is an evening eclipse on May 15 9:27 p.m.-12:55 a.m. 
And a morning eclipse on Nov. 8 3:09-6:49 a.m. After that, 
we wait until 2025 and 2026 to be awed again by a lunar 
eclipse.

D R I F T L E S S  D A R K  S K I E S :  Frost Moon Eclipse

John Heasley is an astronomy educator and stargazer who 
enjoys connecting people with the cosmos. He volunteers 
with NASA/JPL as a Solar System Ambassador, with the IAU 
as a Dark Skies Ambassador, and with International Dark-
Sky Association as an Advocate. For more information about 
stargazing in southwestern Wisconsin, like Driftless Stargazing 
LLC on Facebook and find out whenever there’s something 
awesome happening in the skies.

John Heasley
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If you’re involved 
in commercial food 
production — from 

growing it, to processing it, to serving it in a 
restaurant — you’re invited to an information 
meeting about a regional food tourism initia-
tive that encompasses businesses within the 
River Valley School District boundaries. 

Food tourism caters to people seek-
ing authentic and experiential travel through 
unique and memorable exposures to people, 

food and environments. One of the goals is 
to get more people to visit, stay longer, and 
spend more money either while visiting one 
of the River Valley’s many attractions or sole-
ly for food-related experiences. 

If this sounds familiar, that’s because 
many people are already involved in food 
tourism in the River Valley. The goal of the 
food tourism initiative is to explore ways to 
provide more connection and support for 
these efforts. The initiative is guided by a 

steering committee of producers, restaurant 
owners and interested citizens, and is sup-
ported by a project of River Valley Commons, 
a nonprofit dedicated to increasing the well-
being of the River Valley community.

The meeting is at 7-8 p.m. Nov. 9 in the 
Community Room of the Spring Green Com-
munity Library. The library requires every-
one to wear a mask inside the building. For 
more information, contact patpeltier199@
gmail.com. 

River Valley Food Tourism Information Meeting Planned
SPRING 
GREEN
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Driftless Terroir (ter-WAHR) is a series featuring guest voices celebrating the intersection of land and culture — the essence of life in 
the Driftless Area — with topics including art and architecture, farming and gardening, cooking and eating, fermenting and drinking, 
and more. To read past columns, see voiceoftherivervalley.com. To contribute to Driftless Terroir, e-mail info@voiceoftherivervalley.com.

D R I F T L E S S  T E R R O I R

From everywhere you seem to come
draping long, black ribbons across the sky.
For whom do you mourn?
Fallen comrades left behind
or perhaps, those yet to fall
before your perilous journey’s end?

 

No. Small deaths spell no tragedy
among your legions.
Tomorrow you will rise from the great marsh
as you have always risen,
turning your backs to the north wind,
closing ranks, stretching headlong
into what life there is to live,
leaving naught to pity
but the sad Earth below.

Poisoned, battered, vandalized, 
her suffering mocks all our history
and she would cry out in protest
had she a voice of her own.
It is left to us to be that voice.

Only, I have not your resolute confidence.
My tears and anger reduce me
to a clanging alarm, an embittered combatant.
The power to inspire, to sustain
lies not in my words but
upon your wings.

So, fly swiftly,
you who are at once
my god and my children,
fly bravely,
and carry your message
beyond every horizon — 
that dawn will come
and a new day is enough.                                                                    

by Michael Brandt

Fall Passage Michael Brandt’s musings have appeared 
sporadically across a spectrum of 
Midwestern news and special interest 
publications. He is privileged to share a 
ridge top in Arena with his wife, Janet, 

and their large hound Thule.

Michael Brandt

Photo by Michael J. Smith



16 Voice of the River Valley  |   November 2021


