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ccording to the Farmers
Almanac, the dog days
of summer and the most
oppressive heat of the season are
behind us. On one such oppressive
day last month, we visited the
Spring Green Dog Park with our
pup, Cosmo, who romped through
the tall grasses and sniffed every
square inch of the paths. Watching
him frolic in the fresh August air,
it was possible to appreciate the
warmth of the hot summer sun
while simultaneously pining to be
refrigerated soon enough by the
car’s air conditioning.
That same day, we visited
the Spring Green Post Office and
turned in the keys to the mailbox
we’ve rented for nearly a decade.
For years we have published Voice
from our home in Mineral Point,
and we work hard each month
to connect and culturally unify
the cities, towns, villages and
unincorporated areas that span
both sides of Military Ridge in

T

the Lower Wisconsin and SugarPecatonica River Basins. Our new
mailing address is P.O. Box 150,
Mineral Point, WI 53565.
This month’s stunning issue
features the voices of Leslie
Damaso, Mary Friedel-Hunt,
Doris Green, John Heasley,
Jennifer Moore-Kerr and Kathy
Steffen and the photography of
Arabella Quinn. We’re grateful to
each of them and to the volunteers
who make distribution of the
magazine possible: Joni and Rick
Graves, Mark McCauley, Brian
Richter and Nick Schweitzer.
As you plan your many
adventures, please consider
supporting our advertisers (see
p. 3), whose financial support
makes the printing of these pages
possible.
Whether you enjoy this
month’s issue in print or online,
we wish you happy reading.

This all-volunteer publication
is made possible by the creative
voices of our region and the generous
support of area advertisers. For
submission guidelines, advertising
and subscription options, and to submit
events to the calendar, please visit our
website at voiceoftherivervalley.com.
Copyright © 2021 by Wording
LLC. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction
in whole or in part without written
permission is prohibited.
P.O. Box 150
Mineral Point, WI 53565
(608) 588-6251
info@voiceoftherivervalley.com
This month, 2,000 copies of Voice
of the River Valley are being distributed
to locations across southwestern
Wisconsin. Annual subscriptions are
$22 and can be requested online or
by contacting us by email or phone.
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Sara Lomasz Flesch
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Since 2006, Voice of the River
Valley has been a guide to people
and events that inspire, inform and
enrich life in the Lower Wisconsin and
Sugar-Pecatonica River Basins of
Wisconsin’s Driftless Area.

ON THE COVER

his month’s cover photograph was taken by Arabella Quinn of Dodgeville.
Arabella says: “This Great Horned Owl the owl was perched in an oak
tree very close to my house one July afternoon. It was very tolerant of my
presence, so I grabbed my camera and sat outside watching it for several
hours. It’s rare to get an opportunity to observe any bird at such close range
for so long. It was a great experience. Photography is a relatively new hobby.
Birds, flowers, insects, plants are what interest me most. I used to grow flowers for a living;
now I grow a lot less, spend less time working in the garden, and more time observing and
photographing.” Many thanks to Arabella for her contribution to this month’s magazine! To
share art or photography for a future cover, contact us at info@voiceoftherivervalley.com.
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BETWEEN T H E L I N E S

’m a rule-follower. I admit it. But, as far as grammar goes,
sometimes breaking a rule is a better communication choice.
About two years ago, this column had a post on breaking
grammar rules, and now it’s time to revisit! Grammar is constantly
evolving. So rule-followers, come with me into a brave new world.
And rule-breakers, here we go. Time to have some fun! (And don’t
forget, as with everything, less is more. Break rules sparingly so you
don’t wear your reader out.)
Quick Summary from 2019 Column: 1.
Go ahead. Use fragmented sentences in your
writing. They add personality. Really. Just
don’t. Overdo it. 2. End with a preposition
if your grammatically correct non-endingpreposition sentence sounds weird. This
sentence structure is becoming more accepted
and lends a less formal tone to your writing.
Kathy Steffen
3. And finally, feel free to (on occasion) begin
a sentence with a conjunction.
And Now for Something Completely Different: Don’t shy
away from “they” for a singular pronoun. This is especially handy
if you don’t know if it’s a “he” or “she” you are writing about. Today
there are many who don’t identify strongly with either sex, so “they/
them/theirs” are preferred gender-neutral pronouns, and using these is
not only proper, but respectful.
According to the rules, a double negative will turn your
sentence into a positive, but if it works and says what you want it
to, use them. “I Can’t Get No Satisfaction” would not be the same
song without the double negative. I Can’t Get Any Satisfaction
has no pizzazz. Would it have been the huge hit if grammatically
correct? Who knows. Also, a double negative can have its own
meaning: “My visit to the dentist was not unpleasant” makes a certain
sense. “My visit to the dentist was enjoyable!” means something
entirely different. Beware though — using a double negative can be
confusing, so break this one with purpose.
Who and whom. Yeah, this one is confusing. Basically, “who”
refers to the person doing the action, and “whom” refers to the person
on the receiving end. “To whom should I give this advice?” sounds
like I’m pretty pompous, right? “Who should I give this advice to?”
Looky there, I’m breaking two rules at once, and the second choice
sounds a lot more like me.
A collective noun is one word that refers to a collection
of things or people — like “family” or “group” or even “flock.”
Collective nouns are singular and the verb must agree. However,
consider the answer to “Where are your friends?” “A bunch is here”
doesn’t sound quite right. “A bunch are here” is another choice. Either
is correct (in Kathy’s Universe of Evolving Grammar). Use your
judgment and go with what sounds right to your ear.
Be mindful of grammar rules, but know breaking them is not an
offense against humanity, and no Grammar Police will break down
your door! No one speaks with perfect grammar, and rules become
antiquated. My advice is to relax, trust yourself, and communicate in
your voice.
Kathy Steffen is an award-winning author of “First, There Is
a River,” “Jasper Mountain” and “Theater of Illusion.” She
writes, creates art and gardens from her home in Spring Green
that she shares with her husband and kitties.
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In what seems to be a time of ever-increasing strife, this column is
a small attempt to build bridges with our neighbors. The broken
bridges and steel-clad social bubbles that keep us apart can begin
to mend and thin as we get to know the stories that define each
other. In this space I will be interviewing community members of
all walks of life from throughout the Voice readership area ... may
you enjoy meeting them, and may this build bridges for us all.
Thank you for joining me on this journey.

educator who believed in knowledge, a poet and an early antiracist.
And she was a woman of her time, signing birthday cards to her
grandson, “Mrs. E.W. Couper.” David internalized her lessons and
brought them to his work as a police officer, then chief of police; to
his calling as a pastor of two Episcopalian churches over the last 25
years; and to his life as a whole.
Where many of the people I have interviewed for this column
are not well known, David has held a presence in the Madison area
for decades and has a voice heard by many through his blogs. I
encourage you to read his work. He is passionate about
avid Couper is a man who is certain. Certain,
better policing, about learning to see a world that isn’t
passionate and persistent. As I listened to him
all about ourselves, and about the importance of truly
answer my questions and share his story, I was
understanding others. His books, blog and poetry are
continually struck by both the convictions this man holds,
all worth reading. You can find his books at Arcadia
and how his life story seems to
TOWN OF
Books in Spring Green. Improvingpolice.blog and
be
one
of
holding
to
convictions
BRIGHAM
christinyouchristinme.blogspot.com are his blogs.
even in the face of grief, of profound
David was gracious enough to have me out to his
disagreement and even of family strife.
home two different times and to let me ask my questions
How did he become so sure of himself, his choices
David Couper
in an effort to get beyond his remarkable resume. His
and his values? He would say that being a police chief, and a
personal story is, of course, interwoven with his professional
pastor, has given him a lot of power. And that power makes certainty
accomplishments, don’t get me wrong, but my hope here is to portray
easier. He would also say that that power comes with responsibility.
the man behind all those accomplishments.
Responsibility to call out injustice and to always put service over
Growing up on hobby farms outside of Minneapolis gave David
self. In fact, he becomes quite passionate when talking about the
a love of nature, of outdoor spaces. But the route to our Driftless
responsibilities we all have to think of others, to eradicate injustice, to
Region was circuitous. In the ’50s he attended the University of
always put service over self.
Minnesota High School, an experimental lab school that he credits
David was born in Minnesota in 1938. His family moved 16
with his ability to cook and understand the Russian language.
times in his first 18 years and, while that might have left some young
people angry, or rootless, David attributes some of his character to the While other schools were clearly dividing boys and girls into their
“appropriate” schooling environments, his high school required
responsibility he felt in, and for, his family in those early years. He
boys to take home economics. And now, 70 years later, David still
remembers being 14 or 15 and driving a truck to Duluth to help his
enjoys cooking. That school environment of excellence and pushing
dad. While he may not have learned his compassion from his father,
boundaries influenced his world view. He continues to work on his
he did learn to work hard. When asked who inspired him, he speaks
Russian.
reverently of his grandmother, Virginia Couper. She graduated from
After graduation from high school he enlisted in the U.S.
college in the late 1800s and was a profound influence on who he is
Marines, serving in the Marshall Islands. Young David witnessed
today. She was an example of strength, certainty and commitment to
justice. Often, as David told his story, he mused over the influence she hydrogen bomb testing and later learned to parachute jump from
planes. Sixty years later, he remembers his feelings of God during
had on the path he has followed. She was a religious woman whose
faith directed her to always put service over self. She was also an
BRIDGES Continued p. 19
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LIVING WELL, D Y I N G W E L L

S

aving Monarch butterflies — taking them from egg to
flight — matters to our environment and our food supply.
I released two in August and got hooked. A friend offered
me a Mason jar with two chrysalis suspended from the top. She
told me they were very close to enclosure. I could see how dark
they had become as well as hints of Monarch orange.
The next morning one of them completed
metamorphosis and I found it on a paper
towel that was put in the jar. Later,
the second one left its pupa and was
suspended by its remains. Both were
moving their wings. They need about 4
hours to dry and strengthen their wings.
When I took the jar out to my hibiscus,
Mary Friedel-Hunt I removed the lid and reached in. The
female immediately climbed onto my
fingers and moved to the petal of the nearby flower; then flew
behind other flowers ultimately in search of food and a mate. The
male was a bit more resistant. I waited until he climbed onto my
fingers, then to the hibiscus and suddenly up and over my roof.
A few days later, my friend gave me a Monarch egg in a jar.
It was on a milkweed leaf and was so tiny I could barely see it. A
speck that will hatch to the caterpillar stage and begin to eat the
leaf. Within 14 days it will be full grown, attach itself to a leaf
or branch and transform into a chrysalis. Then at just the right
moment, it will emerge: a beautiful, fragile Monarch.
When I released this pair I felt my eyes tear up. It takes
so little for me to cry. Having lived years not feeling much
of anything, I appreciate my tears. My husband, Bill, was
the same. He would have been standing there crying with me
and we would also be smiling as tears fell. My tears were not
necessarily ones of sadness, but rather because I was clearly
watching an incredible miracle. These fragile beings are also
a metaphor for my life and all of our lives in so many ways.
Like these critters, I live feeling fragile, vulnerable but strong.
I journey on this planet, meet whatever obstacles and assistance
I meet, and somehow always seem to eventually know my
destination if I am mindful.
These fragile beings travel many miles, mate, reproduce
and die. Essential to our planet, we know that without butterflies
(and other insects like bats, moths, flies, birds, beetles, ants
and bees) we humans and our planet would be in more trouble
than we are now. These insects are pollinators. We and all of
Earth’s terrestrial ecosystems would not survive without them.
The sad news is their habitat is endangered by climate change,
loss of habitat, and pesticides that kill pollinators while over 80
percent of the world’s flowering plants require their assistance to
reproduce. Learn more here: www.saveourmonarchs.org/how-toraise-monarch-butterflies-at-home.html
The butterfly is one of the closest beings to spirit. Probably
the reason I love them so.
Mary Friedel-Hunt has retired after 50 years of practice as a
licensed clinical social worker and certified bereavement counselor. She can be reached at mfhunt44@gmail.com or P.O. Box
1036, Spring Green, WI 53588.
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RMF Presents Jazz-Meets-Truck Concert
Rural Musicians Forum is delighted to
present “Three Jazz Masters Pick Up the
Beat,” a unique concert at 2:30 p.m. Sept.
5 at the Town of Wyoming Garage. The concert will feature the
Rodrigo Villanueva Experimental Jazz Trio plus other guest artists
performing on artist John Himmelfarb’s KB-3 truck sculpture.
The core trio includes Rodrigo Villanueva, composer,
percussionist and professor of jazz studies at Northern Illinois
University with guitarist Fareed Haque and bassist John
Christensen. Rodrigo has composed a few original compositions
that are inspired by the incredible sounds available in the KB-3
sculpture, and has also arranged well-known jazz standards to be
performed during the concert incorporating sounds from KB-3.
Art pieces, especially sculptures, are traditionally objects to
be looked at without touching. The wonderful thing about John
Himmelfarb’s KB-3 sculpture, pictured at right, is that it is meant to
be touched, and played on — as a musical instrument. Himmelfarb
said that he first began thinking about the possibility while building
the second such sculpture, when he noticed the sonority of many
of the objects he was welding together. Trained as a classical
musician before becoming an artist, and after listening to several
contemporary percussion performances, he became convinced that
his trucks could be used musically.
An artist with studios in Spring Green and Chicago,
Himmelfarb’s work is exhibited nationally and locally including
works in the permanent collections of the Chazen Museum of
Art at the University of Wisconsin and the Madison Museum of

Courtesy Rural Musicians Forum

S PRING
GREEN

Contemporary Art. His truck sculptures have been exhibited
nationally at Farm Art D’Tour/Fermentation Fest, and, most
recently, as part of Madison Music Day, at the jazz club Café Coda.
The Town of Wyoming Garage is located at 6294 State
Hwy 23 in Spring Green. General admission tickets are $12
per person and free for students. Tickets may be purchased at
RuralMusiciansForum.org or at the door. Please bring lawn chairs
and comply with current COVID precautions.
This concert is also made possible with generous support from
the Spring Green Area Arts Coalition, the Wisconsin Arts Board
and from BlueStem Jazz Madison.
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TIME C A P S U L E S

R

ecently I found myself focused on the concept of waiting.
Time seems to move so slowly when we are waiting:
waiting for a baby to be born, waiting to hear about a new
job, waiting for a bureaucratic system to do its job. Whatever the
reason, waiting is hard.
My son Joshua and I spent much of the month of July waiting
for his visa to be approved so that he could, as he said, “start the
rest of his life.” In his case that meant playing
futbol in Spain. And to do that he needed to
wait for his visa to work its way through
the COVID-overwhelmed bureaucracy of
the Spanish Consulate.
In my case, it means beginning the
process of living alone. Becoming an
“empty-nester.” Now, as I write, his visa is
Jennifer Moore-Kerr waiting for us to pick it up at the consulate
in Chicago and then he will board his plane
to the rest of his life … leaving me to start this chapter of my life.
Wait! I want to wait some more. I am scared. I am not ready
for this change. I don’t like the hole I am staring into. Or, I do
… but it hurts. I will miss him so very much. And I will learn to
love my new life. I will embrace it.
A friend shared a quote recently that spoke to the feelings I
have about this change: “To river (is) to act with grace, to bend,
to flow. A balance between power and gentleness, depth and
shallows. It (is) to dance. To catch the light of the sun.” (From “A
Series of Small Maneuvers” by Eliot Treichel.) My friend said
it was my time to “river.” That this change is a time to bend, to
flow, and to act with grace even in the face of its power.
Maybe it is always all of our times to river. Life is beautiful.
And full of eddies and snags. And sandbars. And sparkling
reflections that bring to mind all the ways in which slowing
down and looking at life’s reflections are times to grow and
learn. This change for me, with all the waiting and the leaving,
has once again reminded me that each moment is precious. That
being in a hurry to get to the next thing, the thing I am anxiously
waiting for, doesn’t bring that thing (the baby, the job, the visa)
any faster. Instead it diminishes the value of the moments spent
focused on the wait rather than the present.
And, so now, I lean in to the hurt, I dance in the sadness,
and I will look to catch the light of the sun, even on the days
when being an empty-nester feels deep and lonely. Because I
know that to river means that I can bend. That I have grace.
I know that around this bend is the rest of my life, and I am
ready. I also know that the hurt, the sadness, the missing
of my boy means that there is good there. That I have been
blessed with nearly infinite beautiful moments. And I can let
this be one of them.
Jennifer Moore-Kerr is a mom, a free spirit and a barefoot
dancer living in Spring Green where she can walk to the river
and commune with friends. She can often be found welcoming
locals and visitors alike to the Spring Green General Store
where she tends the register most days. She is delighted to share
her thoughts on kids, time and nature on a rotating basis with
other columnists focused on creativity, education and kids.
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Need care at home?

We come to you.
Home Care. When recovering from an illness,
surgery or hospital stay sometimes it can be
nearly impossible to travel to and from clinic
visits. We can help by providing the care you
need in the comfort of your home.
Hospice. When facing the end of life, reliable,
experienced help and support can be invaluable
to you and to your family. Care provided by our
hospice team of healthcare professionals will
help you make every moment of your life the
best it can be.

For a consultation
please call
608.930.7210

T R A C K I N G Y O U R P A S T : Harrisburg School

A

s the Wisconsin Historical Society opens several sites to
visitors, one River Valley site that also offers a walk into
history is Harrisburg School.
Located east of Plain at E7646 Cty Rd. B, Harrisburg School
and Museum will open 1-4 p.m. on two Sundays this month, Sept.
5 and 19. The school offers some older adults an opportunity to
remember their childhood and may pique the
interest of children in the lives of their
ancestors.
Aside from an accessible ramp, the
little white clapboard school has changed
little since its construction in 1892. The
one-room school served up to 33 students
in eight grades. It closed with consolidation
in 1955, with Harrisburg students afterward
attending school in Spring Green.
Doris Green
One of nine one-room schools once
located in the Sauk County town of Troy, Harrisburg School is
the only one still intact on its original site. Listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 2015, the school and museum
is operated by the Harrisburg Troy Historical Society (www.
harrisburgtroyhistoricalsociety.com). First settled by Jonathan
Whitaker Harris in 1848, Harrisburg at one time boasted a
blacksmith shop, telephone exchange, stagecoach stop, inn, store,
post office, two cheese factories and two churches.
The 1892 school was actually the third school for the

community. The 38- by 28- by 14-foot building had a basement, a
furnace and a bell tower. Two front entry doors separately served
girls and boys. Outside stood two outhouses, a merry-go-round,
slide and teeter-totters. A ball field extended the schoolyard and a
flagpole was added. Inside, the teacher’s desk and a piano rested
on a platform at the front of the room. Old-style school desks lined
up in rows, blackboards adorned the walls and a reading table
centered a library alcove at the back of the room. A stoneware
water cooler stood near the entries. Students took turns cleaning
the blackboards, sweeping the floor and carrying in water.
While the school’s first floor appears much the same as it
did in the early 20th century, the basement became home to the
Harrisburg Troy Historical Society’s museum and, among its
many items, features a potbellied wood-burning stove. In 2017
the society built a new Harrisburg Heritage Museum on school
property, which features area farm and home artifacts, as well as
tables, chairs and much-needed storage space.
If you go, be open to artifacts that inspire your own family
education stories.
Doris Green authored “Elsie’s Story: Chasing a Family
Mystery” and “Wisconsin Underground: A Guide to Caves,
Mines, and Tunnels.” Also available: “Minnesota Underground:
A Guide to Caves & Karst, Mines & Tunnels,” co-authored with
Greg Brick. Visit http://henschelhausbooks.com.

voiceoftherivervalley.com
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RECURRING
Sept. 6-Oct. 2 Platteville
Art Exhibit: Paul Chase (multimedia), 9 a.m.-6
p.m. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Fri., 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Sat. Free and open to the public. Harry and
Laura Nohr Gallery at UW-Platteville, 1 University
Plaza (lower level of Ullsvik Hall), (608) 342-2787,
www.uwplatt.edu.
Through September Dodgeville
Exhibit: Jen Salt, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. MondayFriday. Paintings. Iowa County Courthouse 1st
Floor Exhibit, 222 N. Iowa St., (608) 935- 5483.
Through September Platteville
Way of Stillness Group Meditation, 5:30-6:30
p.m. Thursdays. Open to people of all backgrounds and traditions of meditative practice
(beginners included). Chairs provided, but bring
any props that keep you comfortable. Masks and
social distancing required. Free, but donations
encouraged. Smith Park, 110 Ridge Ave., www.
wayofstillness.com.
Through September Mineral Point
Pendarvis Tour Season, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. FridaysSaturdays. Explore a historic Cornish settlement,
hike the Merry Christmas Mine Hill Trails and Prairie, and wander stone pathways through beautiful
gardens. 114 Shake Rag St., (608) 987-2122,
pendarvis.wisconsinhistory.org.
Through Sept. 7 Dodgeville
“We’re Going on a Leaf Hunt” StoryWalk. Twin
Valley Picnic Shelter, Governor Dodge State Park,
4175 State Hwy 23, www.friendsofgovdodge.org.
Through Sept. 28 Arena
Pizza on 14, 4-8 p.m. Tuesdays. Pizza from the
wood-fired oven and live music. The Shoppe at
Herbs Spices & More, 7352 Hwy 14, (608) 7539000, www.herbsspicesandmore.com.
Through Oct. 3 Spring Green
American Players Theatre 2021 Season. For
play descriptions, tickets and COVID-19 protocols, see http:// americanplayers.org. 5950 Golf
Course Rd., (608) 588-2361.
Through October Platteville
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The Mining & Rollo Jamison Museums, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Museum admission, train rides and
guided mine tours. The Mining & Rollo Jamison
Museums, 405 E. Main St., (608) 348-3301,
www.mining.jamison.museum.
Through October Spring Green
Taliesin Tour Season, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily.
Taliesin Preservation offers a variety of tours
of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Wisconsin home and
studio on the Taliesin estate. Advance reservations strongly recommended. Frank Lloyd Wright
Visitor Center, 5607 Cty Rd. C, (877) 588-7900,
www.taliesinpreservation.org.
Year-Round Mineral Point
Arts and crafts workshops for adults, custom
retreats, virtual Artisan Marketplace and site
rentals. Shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts, 18
Shake Rag St., (608) 987-3292, info@shakeragalley.org, www.ShakeRagAlley.org.
Year-Round Prairie du Sac
Art gallery, workshops and classes. Gallery open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays
and by private appointment on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. River Arts on Water Gallery Studio,
590 Water St., (608) 643-5215, www.riverartsinc.
org.
Year-Round Spring Green
Stitch and Bitch, 1:30-3 p.m. Thursdays.
Weekly handwork group. All are welcome. Spring
Green General Store, 137 S. Albany St., (608)
588-7070, www.springgreengeneralstore.com.

SEPTEMBER
3 Sauk City
Live Music: An Evening of Franz Schubert
Songs, 7-9 p.m. Concert featuring Michael
Hawes, bass and baritone, and Trevor Stephenson, fortepiano, performing Schubert’s songs.
$15. Park Hall, 307 Polk St., (608) 643-3131,
freecongregation.org.
4 Mineral Point
A Picnic & A Play, 12-3 p.m. Staged reading of
“Love or Forever?” by Kurt McGinnis Brown. Enjoy
an optional noon picnic lunch featuring fare from a
variety of Mineral Point restaurants and the music
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voiceoftherivervalley.com/events. Submit
events for next month’s magazine online
by Sept. 15. All events subject to change.
of Libby Dunn on flute. Then stroll the short path
to the Lind Pavilion for the 1 p.m. staged reading
followed by a talkback session. Reserve your seat
and order your picnic at www.ShakeRagAlley.org/
picnic-play. Shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts,
18 Shake Rag St., (608) 987-3292.
4 Mineral Point
Live Music: BoDeans, 7 p.m. doors, 8 p.m.
show. The Mineral Point Opera House launches
its 2021-22 season, and return from hiatus due to
COVID-19, by welcoming in rock-n-roll favorites
BoDeans. $45-$65. Mineral Point Opera House,
139 High St., (608) 987-3501, mineralpointoperahouse.org.
5, 19 Spring Green
Harrisburg School & Museum Open House,
1-4 p.m. Tour a restored one-room schoolhouse
and view agricultural items of years ago, veterans
display and replica of an old kitchen. E7646 Cty Rd.
B., (608) 544-3375, www.harrisburgtroyhistoricalsociety.org. (See column, p. 9.)
5 Spring Green
Rural Musicians Forum Presents Three Jazz
Masters Pick Up the Beat, 2:30 p.m. $12 general
admission, free for students. Town of Wyoming
Garage, 6294 State Hwy 23, ruralmusiciansforum.
org. (See story, p. 7).
6 Labor Day
8 Dodgeville (Virtual)
Folklore Village Open Mic, 7-9 p.m. Performers
and audience members alike are warmly welcome

to the Open Mic hosted over Zoom. For more information and virtual invitation, email programs@
folklorevillage.org. Folklore Village, 3210 Cty. Hwy
BB, (608) 924-4000, www.folklorevillage.org, The
FolkMic Facebook group.
9 Spring Green
Evenings Afield: Monitoring Stream Quality:
Demonstration & Results, 6-8 p.m. Join Mike
Degen, Jean Unmuth and Dick Cates to see how
streams are monitored statewide by Water Action
Volunteers and learn how local results relate to land
management and climate trends. Free, donations
encouraged. Group size limited to 30. Registration
required at driftlessconservancy.org/events. Cates
Family Farm, 5992 Cty Rd. TZ, (608) 930-3252.
11 Mineral Point
Driftless Poets Workshop, 2-4 p.m. Monthly workshopping group for aspiring and established poets.
Meet outside on the Green or register for the Zoom
link. Shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts, 18 Shake
Rag St., (608) 987-3282, www.ShakeRagAlley.org.
18 Spring Green
Live Music: Abbie Jeanne, 7:30. $15-$20. Slowpoke Lounge & Cabaret, 137 W. Jefferson St.,
www.ilovespringgreen.com/musicresidency.
11-12 Platteville
Historic Re-enactment, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 11,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sept. 12. Pioneer history comes
to life for a weekend with military demonstrations,
storytelling, period food and music and tradesmen.
Scores of re-enactors bring the essence of the early
1800’s to 2021 Platteville. Free. Mound View Park,
Broadway and East Madison streets, http://mining.
jamison.museum.
13 Spring Green
Spring Green Community Group for Racial
Justice, 6-7:30 p.m. Monthly discussion and action
group. North Park, Daley Street and Park Road,
sgcommunitygroup@gmail.com, Facebook.
14 Mount Horeb
The Clue of the Red Thread: Exploring Possibilities through Writing, Ceremony and Active
Contemplations, 6-9 p.m. Second Tuesday monthly
invitation to explore with Julie Tallard Johnson what’s
next for you on and off the page. $45. Information
and registration at www.julietallardjohnson.com or
julie@julietallardjohnson.com.
Continued p. 12

Community Resources
CHAMBERS, COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE
Darlington Chamber of Commerce,
darlingtonwi.org
Mineral Point Chamber of Commerce, www.
mineralpoint.com
Mount Horeb Chamber of Commerce, www.
mounthorebchamber.com
Platteville Chamber of Commerce, www.
platteville.com
River Valley Commons, www.
rivervalleycommons.org
Sauk Prairie Chamber of Commerce, www.
saukprairie.com
Spring Green Area Chamber of Commerce,
www.springgreen.com
WRCO Richland Center Community
Calendar, wrco.com
SUPPORT GROUPS
Dodgeville Alcoholics Anonymous, AlAnon, Narcotics Anonymous Meetings,
Dodgeville Serenity Club, 401 N. Union, (608)
695-6662.
Muscoda Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting,
St. John’s School, 116 W. Beech St., (608)
929-4970.
Richland Center Al-Anon, Peace United
Methodist Church, 265 N. Church St., use
Union St. entrance, (608) 585-3134.
Spring Green Alcoholics Anonymous
Meetings, 10 a.m. Tuesdays, Closed/
Fragrance Free. Spring Green Community
Church, 151 E. Bossard St. Please park and
enter at rear of building.
Spring Green Al-Anon Meetings, Christ
Lutheran Church, 237 E. Daley St., (608) 5882481.
Aging and Disability Resource Center of
Southwest Wisconsin Caregivers Support
Group, Iowa County Health & Human Services
Building, Room 1001, 303 W. Chapel St., (608)
930-9835.
Dodgeville Area Compassionate Friends
support group for anyone who has lost a child
of any age. Grace Lutheran Church, (608)
935-2693.
Dodgeville Parkinson’s Support Group,
Grace Lutheran Church, 1105 N. Bequette St.,
(608) 574-4838.
Dodgeville SOS, Survivors of Suicide

Support Group, Health & Human Services
Building, 303 W. Chapel St., SPCICWI@gmail.
com.
PFLAG Mount Horeb Area Support Meeting,
Mt. Horeb American Legion Hall, 102 S. 3rd
St., pflagmoho@gmail.com.
Richland Center Autism Support Group,
(608) 588-2585, www.angelautismnetwork.org.
Rolling Hills Toastmasters, Richland
Hospital, Pippin 1, 333 E. 2nd St.,
driftlessareaink@mwt.net.
Sauk City Reformers Unanimous, Calvary
Baptist Church, 309 Water St., www.
rusaukprairie.com, (608) 448-9515.
MEMORY GROUPS SPONSORED BY THE
ALZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA ALLIANCE OF
WISCONSIN
Dodgeville, Stonefield Apartments Community
Room, 407 E. Madison St., (608) 843-3402,
alzwisc.org.
Richland Center, Woodman Senior Center,
1050 N. Orange St., (608) 723-4288,
alzwisc.org.
Sauk City, Sauk Prairie Community Center,
Cafe Connections, 730 Monroe St., (608) 7429055, alzwisc.org.
FOOD PANTRIES & COMMUNITY MEALS
Dodgeville Feeding Friends Community Meal,
Dodgeville United Methodist Church, 327 N.
Iowa St., (608) 935-5451.
Heights Unlimited Community Resource
Center, 1529 State St., Suite B,
Black Earth, (608) 767-3663, www.
heightsunlimited.net, Facebook.
Iowa County Food Pantry, 138 S. Iowa St.,
Dodgeville, (608) 930-8733, Facebook.
Mazomanie Community Food Pantry, 9
Brodhead St., (608) 795-4336, Facebook.
Reedsburg Food Pantry, (608) 524-6272, www.
reedsburgwi.gov/foodpantry.
Sauk Prairie Area Food Pantry, 821 Industry
Rd., Sauk City, (608) 571-7737, Facebook.
6:8 Community Meals, 821 Industry Dr.,
Sauk City, 68Kristine@gmail.com, www.
makingservicepersonal.org.
Southwestern Wisconsin Community Action
Program Food Resources Map, swcap.org.
Spring Green Community Food Pantry, Spring
Green Community Church, 151 E. Bossard St.,
www.communityfoodpantryofspringgreen.org,
(608) 459-5512.
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followed by a coffee hour. 29864
Brown Church Rd., (608) 647-0622.

15 Mineral Point
Women’s Art Party, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Enjoy the monthly project or bring
your own. Materials fee: $5. Registration required at www.ShakeRagAlley.org/womens-art-party. Shake
Rag Alley Center for the Arts, (608)
987-3292.

19 Lime Ridge
Live Music: Spring Green Musician in Residence Bubbles
Brown, 1-3 p.m. Hill & Valley Exploration Tour. Free. Branding Iron
Roadhouse, 132 S Main St., www.
ilovespringgreen.com/musicresidency.

16 Mineral Point (Virtual)
Antiracism Book Club: “Their Eyes
Were Watching God,” 6-7:30 p.m.
Join the conversation about Zora
Neale Hurston’s book. Free; registration required at www.ShakeRagAlley.org/product/abc-sept.

20 Spring Green
Morrill Lecture: Sue Futrell, “A
Democracy of Apples,” 6:30-8 p.m.
Essayist and author of “Good Apples: Behind Every Bite” will explore
the relationship between fostering
resilient local food and farming,
fostering a vibrant, healthy democracy, and the ways they are woven
together in our history and culture.
Free. Pre-order dinner available at
5:30 p.m. The Octagon Barn, E4350
Horseshoe Rd., (608) 588-7428,
www.rivervalleycommons.org.

17 Platteville
Miners Ball, 5 p.m. social hour, 6
p.m. dinner followed by dancing to
the sounds of the Ken Kilian Classic
Big Band. $50 for the dinner and
dance, $10 for the dance only. Proceeds support The Mining & Rollo
Jamison Museums. Ullsvik Hall’s
Velzy Commons, UW-Platteville,
http://mining.jamison.museum.
18 Spring Green
Live Music: Spring Green Musician
in Residence Bubbles Brown, 1112 a.m. Smoke in the Valley charity
BBQ cookoff. Free. Prem Meats,
E5028 Hwy 14, www.ilovespringgreen.com/musicresidency.
18 Spring Green
Live Music: Chad Moritz aka
“Squeezebox Paradox” with Ron
Towle, 2:30-4 p.m. Free. Spring
Green General Store, 137 S. Albany
St., (608) 588-7070, www.springgreengeneralstore.com.
18 Spring Green
Live Music: Spring Green Musician in Residence Bubbles
Brown, 7:30-9 p.m. Free. Slowpoke
Lounge & Cabaret, 137 W. Jefferson
St., www.ilovespringgreen.com/musicresidency.
18-19, 25-26 Sauk and Richland
Counties
5th Annual Hill and Valley Exploration Tour, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Area farms,
rural artist studios and rural businesses open their doors to welcome you
over two autumn weekends — rain
or shine! For more information about
locations, see explorehillandvalley.
com or call (608) 571-4077.
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19 Lone Rock
Fall Service at The Little Brown
Church of Bear Valley, 10:30-11:30
a.m. Worship and fellowship at an
old-fashioned, country church. Message by Ron Fruit from WRCO Radio, special music by Meredith Moseley accompanied by David Moseley

25 Mineral Point
A Picnic & A Play, 12-3 p.m.
Staged reading of “Shelter” by Bob
Curry. Enjoy an optional noon picnic
lunch featuring fare from a variety
of Mineral Point restaurants and
the music of Spring Green’s Don
Greenwood. Then stroll the short
path to the Lind Pavilion for the 1
p.m. staged reading followed by a
talkback session. Reserve your seat
and order your picnic at www.ShakeRagAlley.org/picnic-play. Shake
Rag Alley Center for the Arts, 18
Shake Rag St., (608) 987-3292.
25-26 Sauk City
Fermentation Fest: Grassland
Edition, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Wormfarm
Institute’s two-day celebration of live
culture in all its forms: fermentation
demos, tastings, local foods, art
activities and grazing tutorials, and
performances ranging from dance to
“Grassical” music in an open-air Tabernacle to Scandinavian cow calling.
Free admission; tickets for concerts
and fermentation events available
for online purchase. Witwen Park
& Campground, S9855 Cty Rd. E,
fermentationfest.com.
26 Spring Green
Poem Homes Open House, 10
a.m.-6 p.m. Tour Spring Green’s first
net-zero energy home with Amber
Westerman, owner/designer/contractor. Learn how this solar-powered,
super-insulated home works. Find out
what makes it a prototype for environmentally friendly construction and
how to build with non-toxic materials.
See how spacious a small modernstyle home can be, especially for
those who want to “age-in-place.”
Free. 770 N. Westmor St., (608) 9359020.
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D R I F T L E S S D A R K S K I E S : Gas Giants

S

eptember will be a wonderful month to spot the two
largest planets of our solar system. Back at the Winter
Solstice Great Conjunction, so many of us were wowed
to see Jupiter and Saturn just a 10th of a degree apart (only
a quarter of the width of the moon). Jupiter orbits the sun
at more than twice the speed of Saturn, so the distance
between them has now grown to 17 degrees. If you hold out
your arm and f lash the “rock on” sign,
that’s the distance between your pinkie
and pointer. And they are easy to spot.
They will be the first lights you see
in the southeast as the sky darkens.
Jupiter is about 15 times brighter, so
you’ll see it first. Then Saturn will
emerge, just one “rock on” to the right
of Jupiter. Both will be about a third of
John Heasley
the way between horizon and zenith in
the evening sky.
The two gas giants were at their closest to Earth
during their oppositions last month, so they are still at
their brightest and visible for most of the night. But close
is relative for planet watchers. Jupiter is 375 million miles
away, and it takes the sunlight ref lected by its clouds 33
minutes to reach us. Saturn is over twice as far at 842
million miles or 75 light-minutes. If you are able to view
through a small telescope, you can be amazed by the four
largest moons of Jupiter and the rings of Saturn. As you

watch them throughout the month, be sure how to notice
that they are rising two hours earlier and appear more in the
south as the sky darkens. The waxing gibbous moon makes
it even easier to spot both worlds. It will be below Saturn on
Sept. 16 and below Jupiter on Sept. 17. If you’re looking up
on a moonless night, watch for our Milky Way in the south
to the right of Jupiter and Saturn and then streaming high
overhead in the dark skies of the Driftless.
You may want to include Jupiter and Saturn in your
Autumnal Equinox celebration. We pass from summer into
fall the afternoon of Sept. 22 at 2:21 p.m. The first sunset of
the new season will be due west at 7 p.m. The Full Harvest
Moon was two days earlier, so the waning gibbous moon
will rise that evening a little after 8 p.m. Don’t miss brilliant
Venus in the southwest before it sets at 8:30. Then look
southeast to spot Jupiter and Saturn. And enjoy the view of
other worlds as ours heads into autumn.
John Heasley is an astronomy educator and stargazer who
enjoys connecting people with the cosmos. He volunteers
with NASA/JPL as a Solar System Ambassador, with the IAU
as a Dark Skies Ambassador, and with International DarkSky Association as an Advocate. For more information about
stargazing in southwestern Wisconsin, like Driftless Stargazing
LLC on Facebook and find out whenever there’s something
awesome happening in the skies.
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D R I F T L E S S T E R R O I R : Restoring Spirit with the Cycles of a Fruit Farm
Driftless Terroir (ter-WAHR) is a series featuring guest voices celebrating the intersection of land and culture — the essence of life in the
Driftless Area — with topics including art and architecture, farming and gardening, cooking and eating, fermenting and drinking, and
more. To read past columns, see voiceoftherivervalley.com. To contribute to Driftless Terroir, e-mail info@voiceoftherivervalley.com.

T

he last time I saw Mike Manogue was in early July. Twice!
the only other purpose of our time was to dig up some of the best
Once was on the Fourth in Mineral Point. He had won the
potatoes in the world for me to take home. My box was filled with
annual run in his age category for the 11th time and proudly
red potatoes, red onions, white onions and my can’t-live-without
carried his trophy, a mug specially made for the event by Diana
allium, garlic. I also ended up with a bouquet of wild daisies, bee
Johnston at Brewery Pottery. He came to my studio, took out a little
balm, pea flowers and mint. I like to boil the potatoes, dress them
whiskey from his backpack and we toasted his
simply with melted butter and salt and savor them as slowly as
victory at 10 in the morning and laughed like
possible. In spring, he’d usually send me home with plum blossoms,
maniacs. This is just one of the many times
purple asparagus and the reddest rhubarb stalks. The first pear of
I’ve felt what I like to
the season, wherever you are, you’ll want to bite
describe as moments
into as soon as it is ready and let the juices drip
Everything seems
of maximum aliveness
down your chin, down to your elbow, to the
with my dear friend.
ground. Everything seems to feel as if you are
to feel as if you are
I sent him home with a
something for the very first time
discovering something discovering
nosegay of lavender,
when it comes from the Tippy Top.
Leslie Damaso
for the first time
chamomile and lemon
Late May is probably my favorite when
verbena from my garden.
you
pass
by the walls of lilacs on the way to
when it comes from
He has one particularly prolific pear tree
his orchard in Clyde. In summer, each side of
the Tippy Top.
called Harrow’s Delight that is always the first
the road is thick with all the shades of green,
to ripen each season. One branch was getting a
punctuated by wildflowers, and you might spot
little heavy so he put up one of the first supports. By mid-August,
the most enticing creek once you turn onto Mill Road. You would
there will be about six to eight sturdy logs with v-shaped tops
not be able to spot the orchard until you are actually in the driveway.
supporting and surrounding this tree, making it look like a crown
Keep going beyond the apple trees and you’ll see the string of
decorated with jewels of green and orange blush fruit, a regal signal
colorful Buddhist prayer flags up above. The house he built partially
for picking season to begin. Besides seeing that particular tree,
with materials from an old barn nearby is to the right. After the

Photos courtesy Leslie Damaso

Below: At Tippy Top orchard I felt the warmth of the sun on my face, inhaled the concentrated scent of the flowers and heard for the first
time the symphony of bees celebrating the peak blooms. Right: Mike Manogue likes to call his farming method “beyond organic.”
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flags are some pine trees and the shed to the left. Pass the gardens
you’ll see the pear trees and the Driftless hills. If you’re lucky, you
might catch a sunset behind those hills. Sometimes it seems like you
are looking at the world through a padparadscha sapphire: a mix
of pink, orange and golden color, each in varying concentrations
depending on the intensity of light and where you are looking. Mike
planted over 350 pear and apple trees over 30 years ago. What could
possibly make a person want to do such a thing, to have a life in this
way? I knew the answer immediately since I saw the orchard for the
first time 11 years ago, and that answer has only aged and expanded
more gracefully over the years.
Last year toward the end of May after being in lockdown for
over two months, I was feeling quite numb and thought a visit
would be good for my soul. I only ever saw Mike twice a year
before then. That morning I read an article about Pauline Olivieros’
“Sonic Meditations.” In the composition, there was an instruction:
“Walk so silently that the bottoms of your feet become ears.”
Another part said to sit awhile and listen to one sound then keep
adding. There was a ladder against one of the apple trees. Mike told
me to climb, look toward the sky and to just close my eyes. I felt
the warmth of the sun on my face, inhaled the concentrated scent
of the flowers and heard for the first time the symphony of bees
celebrating the peak blooms. I wept.
I decided to visit more often partially to restore my spirit and
to really see the cycles of a fruit farm. I learned to recognize which
buds would become the best fruits, how to give space between the
branches and to trim, how to get rid of pests, how to determine
which excess fruit to get rid of to ensure a good harvest and how to
share with the birds among many other things. He likes to call his
farming method “beyond organic.” How do you pick an apple or
a pear? First, you put on the pack in front of your chest and make
sure the bottom is folded and locked in place. Take the ladder where
you need it, stay away from the wild parsnips, put one foot on a
step and press the legs into the ground a little bit for stability then
go up. Hold the bottom of the fruit with your dominant hand, lift it
up slightly, make it bow toward you until the stem snaps off, then
place it inside your pack. When it is full, release the bottom of the
pack and carefully transfer it into a bucket or a box. If you have
more than two boxes, you might need to ride in the back of a truck,
hold on for your life, apples and ladders until you get to the next set
of trees. While we were picking last year, I was so proud of myself
and how fast I was going. Mike asked why I was in a hurry. He
said there will always be something to do, go slow and steady and
actually enjoy the moment.
After harvest, the apples have to be sold and distributed. Mike opted
out of selling at the farmer’s market because of the pandemic. I
helped a little and sold about a dozen 30-pound boxes just by texting
some friends. There are Asian pears, Harrow’s Delight, Mutsu
Fuji, Jonagold and more. The fruits are so beautiful and flavorful;
one type of apple even tastes slightly like Concord grapes and has
fuchsia veins. Each has a unique flavor and texture. If you really
want to experience and celebrate the incredible flavors, make a tart
or pie with at least four varieties of the apples (do not add cinnamon
or other spices, just butter, flour and sugar) or get David Lebowitz’s
recipe for French apple cake. I got the tip from Halee Wepking at
Meadowlark Organics. My little secret for that cake, though, is to
add pear brandy instead of the rum.
Leslie Damaso is a musician, artist, educator and owner of
Buttonhill Music Studio in Mineral Point (lesliedamasomusic.com).

T R AV E L I N G
For many springs now I’ve marveled
Upon these knobby sculptures
Sometimes death comes
And we must cut off a limb.
Sometimes there is too much life,
And we must cut off a limb.
A clean wound exposed to the elements
Creating space for the survivor
He asked me to go up the ladder,
To look up toward the canopy of peak blooms,
I heard the flutter of a pair of wings,
A pair turned to hundreds or more, I felt the
Familiar sensation in my chest and awe
In this greater than the greatest halls
The symphony of bees carrying
A serenade for the fruits of autumn,
Ancient blessings and purpose,
Synchronicity, serendipity, anam cara.
A gentle breeze cooled my wet cheeks
And I descended to the Tippy Top.
—Leslie Damaso
voiceoftherivervalley.com
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BRIDGES cont. from p. 5
that time. Later, as a reservist,
he had his sea bag packed
and ready to go, thinking that
then-President Johnson would
surely be sending reservists
to Vietnam. Instead, to
David’s surprise, the draft was
implemented. He still believes
that that was a politically
motivated decision. After his
discharge from the Marines, he
returned to Minneapolis where
he continued his education,
receiving a B.A. in Russian, and
then an M.A. in sociology. When
his time in the Reserves came to
an end and he had completed his
degrees, he followed the path of
many retired military personnel
and became a cop.
From the start of his career
in policing David saw his role,
and the role of police in general,
as one of guardian, not warrior.
That distinction colored his
long, successful and sometimes
adversarial career in law
enforcement. By 1972, he had
replaced Chief Wilbur Emery,
also an ex-Marine, as chief
of police in Madison, where
journalist Sophia Willer referred
to him as the “Chief of Change.”
Those early years in
Madison were hard. Many of the
officers didn’t like the change for
which he advocated. He found
himself and his family shunned
at police gatherings. That took its
toll on all of them. They needed
a safe place to get away from the
stresses of their life in Madison.
In 1980, he and his wife,
Sabine, bought land they named
“New Journey Farm” in the Iowa
County town of Brigham. After
many years of using the land as
a retreat from their city life, they
finally moved to the Driftless
full time in 2006. The land now
has over two miles of walking
trails where he can practice the
Japanese art of forest bathing
and clear his mind. He loves the
woods and the hills, and finds
being in nature to be a reminder
that we are just one creature

among many. A creature with a
responsibility to the land.
When I asked David what
he wished people knew about
him, he laughed. He has lived a
life in the public eye, sometimes
to the detriment of his family.
So, for him, the better question
was what he wished they didn’t
know. While there weren’t pieces
he would take out of his story, he
just wished that his convictions
hadn’t hurt his family when he
took over in Madison.
He also said that he has
learned after Sabine’s death last
year that it is possible to love
someone who is gone and to
love someone who is here. At
83 he has found love again with
Christine, his partner and wife
who brings him great happiness
today. It seems that David is not
a man to be kept down for long.
David is full of hope, energy
and conviction even in the face
of great loss. He believes we
can be better, but when he sees
injustice and unfairness around
him it makes him profoundly
sad. And he continues to
dedicate himself to teaching and
preaching compassion for our
fellow humans. In the face of
that sadness, though, his ability
to practice loving kindness
makes him happy.
He is a planner, and
making plans helps him when
he faces adversity. He knows,
however, after a lifetime of
powerful positions, that he has
had opportunities to plan and
to do that he would not have
had were he a person of color.
And that knowledge affirms his
conviction that we all, especially
those of us who are white, have
a human responsibility to work
to understand the circumstances
of all whom we encounter and to
treat them with compassion. We
must be fair, equitable, and just
in all of our interactions. Without
exception.
To suggest ideas for future
“Bridges” columns, email
Jennifer Moore-Kerr at
jennifermrkrr2@gmail.com.
voiceoftherivervalley.com
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